
Rotary in Bloomington 

B l o o m i n g t o n  N o o n A u g u s t  3 1 ,  2 0 2 6  

Sept 14 Preview: “ Giving Voice Chorus” Guest: Eyleen Braaten  

N o o n  M e e t i n g s  S e c o n d  a n d
F o u r t h  M o n d a y s  a t  t h e

H i l t o n ,  F r a n c e  A v e  &  4 9 4
S o c i a l  E v e n t s  a n d

C l u b  S e r v i c e  -  S e e  C a l e n d a r
M e e t i n g  t i m e s  N o o n  t o  1 : 1 5

M i s s i o n
T h e  B l o o m i n g t o n  N o o n  R o t a r y
C l u b  u n i t e s  l e a d e r s  t o  i m p r o v e
o u r  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  t h e  w o r l d
t h r o u g h  s e r v i c e  a n d
p h i l a n t h r o p y .
 
2 0 2 6 - 2 0 2 7  O f f i c e r s :
P r e s i d e n t :
V a l e r i a  C a m b o n i  M i l l e r
v a l e r i a @ c a m b o n i m i l l e r l a w . c o m
 
B o a r d  M e e t i n g s  -  M o n t h l y
 S e c o n d  M o n d a y s ,  1 1 : 0 0  A M ,
H i l t o n  B o a r d  R o o m  
P r e s i d e n t  E l e c t :
 J a n e  F e n t o n
V i c e  P r e s i d e n t :
 
T r e a s u r e r :
 
S e r g e a n t  a t  A r m s :
 L o r i  R e b e r s
P r o g r a m  C h a i r :
 S a r a  K l e i n s a s s e r  T a n
P a s t  P r e s i d e n t :
 K u r t  H a g e n
D i s t r i c t  G o v e r n o r :
 L e i f  H a g e n
E x e c u t i v e  S e c r e t a r y :
 K a t h y  K o e h l e r
 9 5 2 - 2 5 0 - 0 4 7 6
 k k o e h l e r 5 3 @ f r o n t i e r n e t . n e t
 
D i r e c t o r s :  A d a m  J o h n s t o n ,  J i m
M o r t e n s o n ,  L o r i  R e b e r s ,  D a v i d
D r u m m o n d ,  L e e  M o s h e r ,  P a u l
N i e d e r b e r g e r ,  A b u l  S h a r a h

M a i l i n g  A d d r e s s :  P . O .  B o x  2 0 3 0 0
B l o o m i n g t o n ,  M N  U S A  5 5 4 2 0
 

O u r  n e x t  M e e t  a n d  G r e e t  m e e t i n g  i s  M o n d a y ,
S e p t e m b e r  2 1 .  W e  g a t h e r  a t  5 : 0 0  P M  a t  t h e  H i l t o n  o n
F r a n c e  A v e n u e  a n d  H w y  4 9 4  i n  t h e  O l i v e  L o u n g e  j u s t
o u t s i d e  t h e  C h o p  H o u s e  R e s t a u r a n t .  

P l e a s e  j o i n  u s  t h i s  m o n t h .  W e  e n c o u r a g e  g u e s t s  a n d
a l w a y s  s p o u s e s  a r e  i n v i t e d  t o  j o i n  a t  t h e s e  m e e t i n g s .
T h e r e  i s  n o  s e t  c h a r g e  f o r  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  m e e t i n g s . W e
a l l  o r d e r  a l a  c a r t e  f r o m  t h e  b a r  m e n u ,  e i t h e r  t h e
H a p p y  H o u r  s p e c i a l  p r i c e  i t e m s  o r  f r o m  t h e  r e g u l a r
m e n u . M a n y  o f  u s  m a k e  t h i s  o u r  d i n n e r  o u t  e v e n i n g .
T h e  c o m p a n y  i s  a l w a y s  g r e a t !   

G i v i n g  V o i c e  I n i t i a t i v e  i s  a  T w i n  C i t i e s - b a s e d  n o n p r o f i t  t h a t  i n s p i r e s  a n d  e q u i p s
c o m m u n i t i e s  i n  M i n n e s o t a  a n d  a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d  t o  s t a r t  d e m e n t i a - f r i e n d l y
c h o r u s e s  t h a t  c h a n g e  l i v e s  a n d  s h i f t  p u b l i c  p e r c e p t i o n  t h r o u g h  t h e  p o w e r  o f
s o n g .  T o d a y ,  m o r e  t h a n  2 0 0  s i n g e r s  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  G V I ’ s  f i v e  f l a g s h i p  c h o r u s e s  i n
t h e  T w i n  C i t i e s .  B e y o n d  M i n n e s o t a ,  a  g r o w i n g  n e t w o r k  o f  o v e r  7 5  c h o r u s e s  a c r o s s
t h e  U . S .  a n d  C a n a d a  a r e  w o r k i n g  t o g e t h e r  t o  c r e a t e  i n c l u s i v e  m u s i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e s
t h a t  c e n t e r  t h e  v o i c e s  a n d  d i g n i t y  o f  p e o p l e  o n  t h e  A l z h e i m e r ’ s  j o u r n e y .

J o i n  Z o o m  M e e t i n g : h t t p s : / / u s 0 2 w e b . z o o m . u s / j / 8 6 5 0 9 2 9 0 1 1 0 ?
p w d = 7 z H e S v 3 6 P W 7 4 Q Q 7 0 z h z G 6 X E s B B j k R E . 1

M e e t i n g  I D :  8 6 5  0 9 2 9  0 1 1 0      P a s s c o d e :  9 6 4 6 3 4

 Sept 7 Preview: “No Meeting” Enjoy the Labor Day Holiday

Sept  21 Preview: “ Meet and Greet”  
Hilton Hotel - Olive Lounge 5:00 PM

E y l e e n  B r a a t e n  i s  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  o f  G i v i n g  V o i c e
I n i t i a t i v e ,  w h e r e  s h e  l e a d s  a  g r o w i n g  n a t i o n a l  m o v e m e n t  t o
c r e a t e  d e m e n t i a - f r i e n d l y  c h o r u s e s  t h a t  b r i n g  j o y ,
c o n n e c t i o n ,  a n d  p u r p o s e  t o  p e o p l e  l i v i n g  w i t h  d e m e n t i a  a n d
t h e i r  c a r e  p a r t n e r s .  S i n c e  j o i n i n g  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  2 0 1 7 ,
E y l e e n  h a s  b e e n  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  g r o w t h  o f  t h e  m i s s i o n
t h r o u g h  i n n o v a t i v e  p r o g r a m m i n g  a n d  b u i l d i n g  s t r o n g
p a r t n e r s h i p s .

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86509290110?pwd=7zHeSv36PW74QQ70zhzG6XEsBBjkRE.1Meeting%20ID:%20865%200929%200110%20%20%20%20%20%20Passcode:%20964634%20to%20Claim%20Host%20-%20887507
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86509290110?pwd=7zHeSv36PW74QQ70zhzG6XEsBBjkRE.1
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86509290110?pwd=7zHeSv36PW74QQ70zhzG6XEsBBjkRE.1
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86509290110?pwd=7zHeSv36PW74QQ70zhzG6XEsBBjkRE.1Meeting%20ID:%20865%200929%200110%20%20%20%20%20%20Passcode:%20964634%20to%20Claim%20Host%20-%20887507
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86509290110?pwd=7zHeSv36PW74QQ70zhzG6XEsBBjkRE.1Meeting%20ID:%20865%200929%200110%20%20%20%20%20%20Passcode:%20964634%20to%20Claim%20Host%20-%20887507
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86509290110?pwd=7zHeSv36PW74QQ70zhzG6XEsBBjkRE.1Meeting%20ID:%20865%200929%200110%20%20%20%20%20%20Passcode:%20964634%20to%20Claim%20Host%20-%20887507


A s  C i t y  M a n a g e r ,  Z a c h  w o r k s  a l o n g s i d e  t h e  m a y o r  a n d  c i t y  c o u n c i l  t o  i m p l e m e n t  c o m m u n i t y
p r i o r i t i e s .  H e  o v e r s e e s  a n  a l m o s t  $ 3 0 0  M i l l i o n  b u d g e t  a n d  a b o u t  1 0 0 0  e m p l o y e e s  w i t h  t h e
h e l p  o f  t w o  D e p u t y  C i t y  M a n a g e r s .  B l o o m i n g t o n  h a s  a  s t r o n g  s t a f f  c u l t u r e  a n d  s t r o n g  r e s i d e n t
s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i t h  b a s i c  s e r v i c e s  a n d  q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e .  A  g r o w i n g  c o n c e r n  i s  a f f o r d a b i l i t y  w h i c h  i s
a  p r i o r i t y  t h a t  Z a c h  m e n t i o n e d .  P r o p e r t y  t a x e s  m a k e  u p  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  r e v e n u e s  a l o n g  w i t h
l o d g i n g  a n d  a d m i s s i o n  t a x e s ,  p e r m i t  a n d  l i c e n s i n g  f e e s ,  a n d  g r a n t  r e v e n u e .  O n  t h e  e x p e n s e
s i d e ,  p u b l i c  s a f e t y  i s  t h e  l a r g e s t  s h a r e  o f  t h e  G e n e r a l  F u n d  w i t h  p o l i c e  a n d  F i r e  A c c o u n t i n g
f o r  a l m o s t  h a l f .  

R e s i d e n t s  r a t e  B l o o m i n g t o n  v e r y  h i g h l y  o n  s u r v e y s .  W e  h a v e  a  s o l i d  c o m m e r c i a l  b a s e ,  l e a d i n g
t h e  s t a t e  i n  l o d g i n g  o c c u p a n c y .  T h e  c i t y  h a s  r e c e i v e d  m u l t i p l e  a w a r d s  f o r  w o r k p l a c e  c u l t u r e ,
f i n a n c i a l  r e p o r t i n g ,  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ,  a n d  p l a n n i n g  h i g h l i g h t i n g  o u r  e x c e l l e n t  a n d  c r e a t i v e
s t a f f .  B l o o m i n g t o n  w a s  a m o n g  t h e  t o p  2 0 0  p l a c e s  t o  w o r k  n a t i o n a l l y .

P r i o r i t i e s  g o i n g  f o r w a r d  i n c l u d e  c o n t i n u i n g  t h e  w o r k  t h a t  i s  c u r r e n t l y  s t a r t e d .  S t a y  f i n a n c i a l l y
s t r o n g .  B e  d i s c i p l i n e d  o n  t a x e s  a n d  a l i g n  o u r  b u d g e t  w i t h  p l a n n e d  s t r a t e g i e s .  C o n t i n u e
m o v i n g  t h e  F i r e  D e p a r t m e n t  t o  g o a l  o f  7 8  F u l l - t i m e  F i r e f i g h t e r s  a n d  7 5  P a r t - t i m e  f i r e f i g h t e r s .   
A n d ,  s t a f f  a l l  6  F i r e  S t a t i o n s  2 4 / 7 .  W i t h  g o a l s  t o  e x p a n d  t h e  F i r e  P r e v e n t i o n  D i v i s i o n .  O u r
P o l i c e  D e p a r t m e n t  s t a f f i n g  i s  a v e r a g e  f o r  c i t i e s  o f  s i m i l a r  s i z e .  A l l  t h r e e  o f  t h e  v o t e r
a p p r o v e d  c i t y  i m p r o v e m e n t  p r o j e c t s  a r e  m o v i n g  f o r w a r d  e x c e l l e n t l y .  T h e  c o m m u n i t y  c e n t e r
s h o u l d  o p e n  i n  N o v e m b e r  2 0 2 7 .  T h e  s a l e s  t a x  i s  w o r k i n g  w e l l  a n d  w e  m a y  p a y  o f f  b o n d s  e a r l y .

B l o o m i n g t o n  i s  v e r y  p r o g r e s s i v e  i n  t h e i r  c i t y  p l a n n i n g  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  s t e w a r d s h i p ,  a n d  i s

Z a c h  b e g a n  b y  s h a r i n g  a  l i t t l e  b i t  a b o u t  h i m s e l f .  H e  g r e w  u p  i n
M i s s o u r i .  H i s  f a t h e r  s e r v e d  o n  t h e  s c h o o l  b o a r d  a n d  h i s  m o t h e r  w a s
a  t e a c h e r .  T h i s  i s  w h e r e  h e  g o t  h i s  i n t e r e s t  i n  c o m m u n i t y  a n d
s e r v i n g  c o m m u n i t y .  H e  i s  a  c r e d e n t i a l e d  C i t y  M a n a g e r .  H e  b r i n g s
w i t h  h i m  a  l o n g  h i s t o r y  i n  g o v e r n m e n t  h a v i n g  s e r v e d  i n  m u l t i p l e
l e a d e r s h i p  p o s i t i o n s  w i t h  s e v e r a l  c o m m u n i t i e s .  H i s  f i n a l  s t o p  b e f o r e
c o m i n g  t o  B l o o m i n g t o n  w a s  a s  a  C i t y  M a n a g e r  i n  I n d e p e n d e n c e ,
M i s s o u r i .
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 R o t a r y  i n  B l o o m i n g t o n  

Recent Meetings...
S e p t e m b e r  B i r t h d a y s
2 9  B o n n i e  C a r l s o n
3 0  B i l l  P e t e r s o n
 
S e p t e m b e r  A n n i v e r s a r i e s
1 7  K a r e n  N o r d s t r o m  1 9  y r s
1 9  L a u r a  S c h u l t z  1 0  y r s
2 4  A b u l  S h a r a h  2 4  y r s
2 7  E r i c  M e l b y e  5  y r s
 

G r e e t e r s
S e p t  1 4 :   S a r a  T a n
S e p t  2 8 :   M i k e  H e l m i c k

I n v o c a t i o n / P l e d g e
S e p t  1 4 :   B e c k y  A m b l e
S e p t  2 8 :   D o n  S t i l e s

R e c e n t  P r o g r a  R e c o r d i n g s . . .

0 4 / 2 7 / 2 0 2 6  -  “ M a k e - A - W i s h
M i n n e s o t a ”
h t t p s : / / y o u t u . b e / Q 5 G 1 _ X 5 E
M j M
0 6 / 0 8 / 2 0 2 6  -  “ U s i n g
A r t i f i c i a l  I n t e l l i g e n c e
E f f e c t i v e l y ”  R o t a r i a n  B e c k y
A m b l e
h t t p s : / / y o u t u . b e / x U _ Z j K R r h
X Y
0 6 / 2 2 / 2 0 2 6  -  “ T h e  C i v i c
T h r e a d  P r o j e c t ”  K a r e n
L u n d q u i s t
h t t p s : / / y o u t u . b e / b K s z G 3 z _ 7
o w
0 8 / 1 0 / 2 0 2 6  –  “ M N S C U
U p d a t e ”  S c o t t  O l s o n  a n d
P a k o u  Y a n g
h t t p s : / / y o u t u . b e / _ R e i H Q a 0 x
H I
0 8 / 2 4 / 2 0 2 6  –  “ Z a c h  W a l k e r
B l o o m i n g t o n  C i t y  M a n a g e r ”
h t t p s : / / y o u t u . b e / D b 7 Q V C Q g
g j s

T h e s e  a n d  o t h e r  R o t a r y
p r o g r a m s  a r e  a l s o  a v a i l a b l e  t o
s t r e a m  o n  t h e  c i t y  w e b s i t e
h e r e :  h t t p s : / / r e f l e c t -
b c i t . c a b l e c a s t . t v / C a b l e c a s t P u b l
i c S i t e / s e a r c h ?
c h a n n e l = 2 & q u e r y = r o t a r y
 

Zach Walker, Bloomington City Manager joined us on
August 24th.  His topic was “Leading Bloomington: A
New City Manager’s Perspective”. 

Save the date:  “ Trivia Night” -  January 9, 2027   
to benetit Middle School Sports

c u r r e n t l y  w o r k i n g  o n  a  m a s t e r
p l a n .  A  f o r e s t r y  p l a n  i s  i n
p r o g r e s s  a s  w e l l .  T h e  C o u n c i l  i s
d i s c u s s i n g  t h e i r  t w o - y e a r  b u d g e t .
H a t c h  B l o o m i n g t o n  i s  e m p h a s i z i n g
s m a l l  b u s i n e s s  i n  t h e  c i t y ,  h e l p i n g
s e v e r a l  s m a l l  b u s i n e s s e s  t o
e x p a n d  o r  i m p r o v e  t h i s  y e a r .  

D e b  N e w m a n  i s  l e a d i n g  a  g r o u p  p l a n n i n g  a  f u n d r a i s e r  f o r  o u r  e f f o r t  t o  s u p p o r t  M i d d l e
S c h o o l  S p o r t s .  T h e  I d e a  i s  t o  h a v e  a  T r i v i a  N i g h t  w i t h  t e a m s  o f  f o u r  w h i c h  w i l l  b e  h e l d
l o c a l l y .  L e t  y o u r  f r i e n d s  k n o w  a n d  e n c o u r a g e  t h e m  t o  b u i l d  a  t e a m .  T h i s  w i l l  b e  a  f u n ,
n o n t h r e a t e n i n g  e v e n t  f o r  a l l .  S t a r t  p l a n n i n g  f o r  y o u r  o w n  t e a m ,  t o o .  M o r e  d e t a i l s  w i l l  b e
c o m i n g  i n  t h e  n e a r  f u t u r e .

https://youtu.be/Q5G1_X5EMjM
https://youtu.be/Q5G1_X5EMjM
https://youtu.be/xU_ZjKRrhXY
https://youtu.be/xU_ZjKRrhXY
https://youtu.be/bKszG3z_7ow
https://youtu.be/bKszG3z_7ow
https://youtu.be/_ReiHQa0xHI
https://youtu.be/_ReiHQa0xHI
https://youtu.be/Db7QVCQggjs
https://youtu.be/Db7QVCQggjs


D o n  S t i l e s  a n d  f o u r  o t h e r  R o t a r i a n s  c o m p l i m e n t e d  o u r  g u e s t s .  T e r r y  S T i r e w a l t  w a s  g l a d  t o  b e  b a c k  a f t e r  h i p
r e p l a c e m e n t  t h r e e  w e e k s  a g o .  V a l e r i a  C a m b o n i  M i l l e r  i s  p r o u d  o f  h e r  s o n  w h o  i s  s t a r t i n g  s c h o o l  a t  N o r m a n d a l e
i n  C r i m i n a l  J u s t i c e .  P l u s ,  s h e  v i s i t e d  t h e  C o m o  Z o o  a n d  b r o u g h t  b a c k  s e v e r a l  s t u f f e d  g i r a f f e s  ( h e r  f a v o r i t e
a n i m a l ) .  K a r e n  N o r d s t r o m  w a s  h a p p y  t o  b e  b a c k  f o r  t h e  f a l l  f r o m  t h e i r  s u m m e r  a t  t h e  l a k e .  B u d  h a d  a  h u g e
g a r d e n  t h a t  p r o d u c e d  v e r y  s m a l l  c a r r o t s .  K u r t  H a g e n  h o n o r e d  Z a c h  W a l k e r .  E r i c  M e l b y e  s p e n t  t h e  m o r n i n g  w i t h
a l l  h i s  B l o o m i n g t o n  s t a f f  f o r  t h e  s c h o o l  y e a r  k i c k o f f !  T h a n k  y o u  t o  R o t a r y  a n d  E d u c a t i o n  F o u n d a t i o n  f o r  y o u r
g e n e r o u s  g i f t s  t h i s  p a s t  y e a r .  B e c k y  A m b l e  w a s  p l e a s e d  t o  s e e  D o n  S t i l e s  b a c k  f r o m  L o n d o n .

A n g e l a  W a n d e r a  w a s  e x c i t e d  t o  a n n o u n c e  t h e  f i r s t  o f  t h e  t h r e e  D i g i t a l  L i t e r a c y  L a b s  w a s  r e c e n t l y  l a u n c h e d  i n
N a i r o b i .  D e b b i e  B e l f r y  w a s  h a p p y  t o  h e a r  a b o u t  b e t t e r  h e a l t h  f o r  s e v e r a l  m e m b e r s .  L o r i  R e b e r s  t h a n k e d  t h e
f o l k s  w h o  h e l p e d  w i t h  t h e  s e t  u p  l a s t  m e e t i n g  w h e n  s h e  w a s  i n  C h i c a g o  v i s i t i n g  h e r  f a m i l y .  D e b  N e w m a n
a t t e n d e d  t h e  J o h n  P a u l e t  ( L u A n n ’ s  h u s b a n d )  f u n e r a l .  H e  w a s  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  c h o i r ,  a n d  a l l  t h e  c h o i r  m e m b e r s
a d d e d  l o v e l y  m u s i c  t o  t h e  e v e n t .  M i k e  H e l m i c k  w a s  h a p p y  h i s  s u r g e r y  w e n t  w e l l  a n d  w a s  p l e a s e d  t h a t  A m a n d a
a n d  h e r  f a m i l y  a r e  b a c k  f r o m  t h e i r  t r i p  t o  S w i t z e r l a n d .  
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D a r i o  B i l a r d e l l o ,  F i n a n c i a l  A d v i s o r  a n d  R e s e a r c h  P r o f e s s o r  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M i n n e s o t a ,  a n  I t a l i a n  B r i t i s h
c i t i z e n ,  A p p r o v e d  f o r  m e m b e r s h i p .
D o n  K l e m e n t ,  R e t i r e d  P a s t o r ,  4 8  Y e a r  R o t a r i a n  a n d  P a u l  H a r r i s  M a j o r  D o n o r  t o  T h e  R o t a r y  F o u n d a t i o n ,  m o v e d
b a c k  t o  M N  f r o m  N e w  J e r s e y ,  A p p r o v e d  f o r  M e m b e r s h i p
P a m  P o m m e r ,  S u n  C u r r e n t  C o l u m n i s t ,  G u e s t  f r o m  o u r  n e w s l e t t e r
A s h l e y  H a r n e s s ,  G u e s t  o f  K a r e n  N o r d s t r o m ,  V E A P  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e
A m a n d a  H e r z i n g ,  D a u g h t e r  o f  M i k e  H e l m i c k ,  E v e n t  P l a n n e r
A n g i e  H u s s ,  S p o u s e  o f  A n d r e w  H u s s
E r i n  G o n y e a ,  L a k e v i l l e ,  V o l u n t e e r  h e l p i n g  w i t h  M i d d l e  S c h o o l  S p o r t s ,  G u e s t  o f  D e b  N e w m a n
S a r a  L o g a n ,  B l o o m i n g t o n ,  t w o  s t u d e n t s  a t  O a k  G r o v e  M i d d l e  S c h o o l ,  G u e s t  o f  D e b  N e w m a n .

Distinguished Guests 

M a r k  y o u r  c a l e n d a r . . . N o v e m b e r  1 0  w i l l  b e  t h e  A n n u a l  V e t e r a n s  L u n c h e o nt h

W e  n e e d  s e v e r a l  m o r e  R o t a r i a n s  t o  s i g n  u p  f o r  M o c k  J o b  I n t e r v i e w s  o n  O c t o b e r  5  a t  N o r m a n d a l e
C o m m u n i t y  C o l l e g e .  N o  s p e c i a l  s k i l l s  n e e d e d .  T h i s  i s  o u r  C o m m u n i t y  S e r v i c e  e v e n t  f o r  O c t o b e r .  

t h

P r e s i d e n t  V a l e r i a  C a m b o n i  M i l l e r  i s  s t i l l  l o o k i n g  f o r  a  v o l u n t e e r  t o  s e r v e  a s  T r e a s u r e r  f o r  o u r  C l u b ,  p l u s  w e
a l s o  n e e d  a  F u n d r a i s i n g  C h a i r  t o  h e l p  D e b  N e w m a n  w i t h  o u r  M i d d l e  S c h o o l  S p o r t s  C a m p a i g n .

D e b b i e  B e l f r y  w a n t e d  t o  r e m i n d  a l l  w h o  w a n t  t o  W A L K  w i t h  R o t a r y  f o r  t h e  W a l k  t o  E n d  P o l i o  o n  O c t o b e r  2 4
t h a t  t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  i s  n o w  o p e n .  F e e  $ 2 5  f o r  t i c k e t  a n d  t - s h i r t .  A t  M a l l  o f  A m e r i c a .  7 : 3 0  t o  9 : 3 0  A M .  Q u e s t i o n s
t o  D e b b i e  B e l f r y  d d b e l f r y @ g m a i l . c o m .

t h

  h t t p s : / / p o r t a l . c l u b r u n n e r . c a / 5 0 0 8 4 / e v e n t s / w o r l d - s - l a r g e s t - p o l i o - w a l k - i n - d i s t r i c t - 5 9 5 0 - a t - m o a

Announcements

Happy Bucks



 

 

Calendar of Events 

Upcoming Meetings-

Middle School Sports...2026-2027
 

 R o t a r y  i n  B l o o m i n g t o n  

Black Denotes In Person Meeting (Most often Noon At the Hilton Hotel) 
Blue Denotes Club Service, Meet and Greet, Vocational Event or Holiday Party
Red Denotes No Meeting 
Green Denotes a planned Zoom Meeting 

T h e  F o u r - W a y  T e s t
1 .  I s  i t  t h e  T R U T H ?
2 .  I s  i t  F A I R  t o  a l l  

 c o n c e r n e d ?
3 .  W i l l  i t  b u i l d  

 G O O D W I L L  a n d  
 B E T T E R  

 F R I E N D S H I P S ?
4 .  W i l l  i t  b e  

 B E N E F I C I A L  t o
 a l l  c o n c e r n e d ?

 

R I B  E d i t o r :
K a r y n  A r a z i

B a c k u p  C o n t r i b u t o r s :
E r i k a  R i v e r s ,  E l d o n

S p e n c e r  w i t h  D e b b i e
B e l f r y ,  D o n  S t i l e s ,

a n d  B e c k y  A m b l e  o n
p h o t o s

 
A D D R E S S

B l o o m i n g t o n  N o o n  
R o t a r y

P . O .  B o x  2 0 3 0 0
B l o o m i n g t o n ,  M N

5 5 4 2 0
 

W e b  A d d r e s s e s :
B l o o m i n g t o n  N o o n  R o t a r y

w w w . b l o o m i n g t o n r o t a r y m n . o r g
R o t a r y  I n t e r n a t i o n a l

w w w . r o t a r y . o r g
R o t a r y  D i s t r i c t  5 9 5 0

w w w . r o t a r y 5 9 5 0 . o r g
F i n d  a  L o c a l  C l u b

C l u b  D i r e c t o r y  &  C o n t a c t s  |  D i s t r i c t
5 9 5 0  ( c l u b r u n n e r . c a )  

C l u b R u n n e r
h t t p s : / / p o r t a l . c l u b r u n n e r . c a / 3 5 3 7

“ L i k e ;  F o l l o w ;  J o i n ;  S h a r e ”  u s  o n
F a c e b o o k  a n d  J o i n  o u r  g r o u p  o n  T h e

R o t a r y  C l u b  o f  B l o o m i n g t o n  M N :
P o s t s  |  L i n k e d I n  .  A l s o  o n  I n s t a g r a m .

I n  a l l  c a s e s  t h e  s e a r c h  k e y w o r d  i s
“ R o t a r y  C l u b  o f  B l o o m i n g t o n  N o o n

M N ”
 

 D o n a t e  t h r o u g h  Z e f f y ,  s e e  Q R  c o d e .  O r ,
b y  i s s u i n g  a  c h e c k  t o  B l o o m i n g t o n  R o t a r y
C l u b  F o u n d a t i o n  a n d  m a i l i n g  t o  P . O . B o x

2 0 3 0 0 ,  B l o o m i n g t o n ,  M N  5 5 4 2 0 - 0 3 0 0 .
T h i s  i s  o u r  C l u b ’ s  o n g o i n g  2 0 2 6 - 2 0 2 7

f u n d r a i s e r .  
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Sept 7: Monday “NO MEETING” Enjoy the Labor Day Holiday Weekend
Sept 14: Monday “Club Board of Directors Meeting” Hilton Board Room,11:00 AM
Sept 23: Wednesday “Rotary Community Forum” Minneapolis Club 4:30 - 7:00 PM    
        Register at this link: https://colrc.org/events/resilience-in-our-uncertain-times-community-forum/
Oct 5: Monday “Mock Job Interviews at Normandale Community College”
       Mark your calendar - sign up...all Rotarians are needed! Community Service
Oct 12: Monday “Club Board of Directors Meeting” Hilton Board Room,11:00 AM
Oct 24: Saturday “World’s Largest Walk to End Polio” at MOA - 7:30 AM
Register: https://portal.clubrunner.ca/50084/events/world-s-largest-polio-walk-in-district-5950-at-moa
Oct 26: Monday “Bloomington Rotary Club Foundation Board of
       Directors Meeting” 11:00 AM Hilton
Nov 9: Monday “Club Board of Directors Meeting” Hilton Board Room,11:00 AM
Nov 10: Tuesday “Veterans Day Luncheon” 11:30 AM to 1:00 PM  
April 23, 2027: “District Conference, McNamara Alumni Center”
May 27, 2027: “Road Trip to Evanston, RI Offices and Paul Harris House”
June 26 - 30, 2027: “Barcelona: Rotary International Convention”

Sept 7: NO MEETING - Enjoy the Labor Day Holiday
Sept 14: Monday “Giving Voice Chorus” Guest: Eyleen Braaten
Sept 21: Monday “Meet and Greet” 5:00 PM Olive Lounge, Hilton Hotel
Sept 28: Monday “Dustin Delfs and Friend - Special Olympics”
Oct 5: Monday “Mock Job Interviews at Normandale Community College”
      Mark you calendar - sign up...all Rotarians are needed! Community Service
Oct 12: Monday “Italian Chef Antonio Cecconi”
Oct 19: Monday “Meet and Greet” 5:00 PM Olive Lounge, Hilton Hotel
Oct 26: Monday “Business Ethics”  Guest: Martha Wellans   Rotary Rush Day - Invite a Guest who
would make a great Rotarian.  Send your guest name to Mike Helmick.
jeanandmikehelmick@yahoo.com



This is the listing of
our remaining

meetings for the
2026-2027 Rotary

Year. 
Keep this page with

your calendar. 

 R o t a r y  i n  B l o o m i n g t o n  

W e  a r e  r e c e i v i n g  T h a n k  Y o u  N o t e s  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  m a n y  s c h o l a r s h i p s  a n d  C h a r i t a b l e  P a r t n e r
G r a n t s  t h a t  w e  s p o n s o r e d  l a s t  y e a r .  H e r e  a r e  j u s t  a  f e w .  W a t c h  t h i s  s p a c e  f o r  m o r e .

F r o m  N o r m a n d a l e  s t u d e n t  N a a i d a  A h m e d  f o r  t h e  $ 1 , 5 0 0  s c h o l a r s h i p  t o  t h e  A c a d e m y  o f  M a t h  a n d  S c i e n c e .  
F r o m  K r i s t i n  B e r g  a t  H e n n e p i n  T e c h n i c a l  C o l l e g e  f o r  h e r  $ 1 , 0 0 0  s c h o l a r s h i p .  

F r o m  t h e  B l o o m i n g t o n  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t  f o r  $ 1 , 0 0 0  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  S t u d e n t  A c h i e v e m e n t  A w a r d s  e v e n t .
F r o m  B l o o m i n g t o n  M u t u a l  A i d  a t  O a k  G r o v e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h  f o r  t h e  $ 5 , 0 0 0  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  f a m i l i e s  i n  n e e d .

 Thank You Notes: 
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	Rotary in Bloomington
	Bloomington Noon
	August 31, 2026
	Sept 7 Preview: “No Meeting” Enjoy the Labor Day Holiday
	Sept 14 Preview: “ Giving Voice Chorus” Guest: Eyleen Braaten
	Eyleen Braaten is the Executive Director of Giving Voice Initiative, where she leads a growing national movement to create dementia-friendly choruses that bring joy, connection, and purpose to people living with dementia and their care partners. Since joining the organization in 2017, Eyleen has been supporting the growth of the mission through innovative programming and building strong partnerships.
	Giving Voice Initiative is a Twin Cities-based nonprofit that inspires and equips communities in Minnesota and around the world to start dementia-friendly choruses that change lives and shift public perception through the power of song. Today, more than 200 singers participate in GVI’s five flagship choruses in the Twin Cities. Beyond Minnesota, a growing network of over 75 choruses across the U.S. and Canada are working together to create inclusive musical experiences that center the voices and dignity of people on the Alzheimer’s journey.
	Join Zoom Meeting:https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86509290110?pwd=7zHeSv36PW74QQ70zhzG6XEsBBjkRE.1
	Meeting ID: 865 0929 0110     Passcode: 964634

	Sept  21 Preview: “ Meet and Greet”
	Hilton Hotel - Olive Lounge 5:00 PM
	Our next Meet and Greet meeting is Monday, September 21. We gather at 5:00 PM at the Hilton on France Avenue and Hwy 494 in the Olive Lounge just outside the Chop House Restaurant.
	Please join us this month. We encourage guests and always spouses are invited to join at these meetings. There is no set charge for attending the meetings.We all order ala carte from the bar menu, either the Happy Hour special price items or from the regular menu.Many of us make this our dinner out evening. The company is always great!
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	Distinguished Guests
	Announcements
	We need several more Rotarians to sign up for Mock Job Interviews on October 5th at Normandale Community College. No special skills needed. This is our Community Service event for October.
	https://portal.clubrunner.ca/50084/events/world-s-largest-polio-walk-in-district-5950-at-moa

	Happy Bucks
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	Thank You Notes:
	From Normandale student Naaida Ahmed for the $1,500 scholarship to the Academy of Math and Science.
	From Kristin Berg at Hennepin Technical College for her $1,000 scholarship.
	From the Bloomington School District for $1,000 in support of the Student Achievement Awards event.
	From Bloomington Mutual Aid at Oak Grove Presbyterian Church for the $5,000 in support of families in need.
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