
Rotary in Bloomington 

B l o o m i n g t o n  N o o n A u g u s t  3 ,  2 0 2 6  

August 10 Preview: “MNSCU Update” Guests: Chancellor
Scott  Olson and NCC President Pakou Yang

August 17 Preview: “Meet and Greet Social, 5:00 PM, Hilton”  

 

N o o n  M e e t i n g s  S e c o n d  a n d
F o u r t h  M o n d a y s  a t  t h e

H i l t o n ,  F r a n c e  A v e  &  4 9 4
S o c i a l  E v e n t s  a n d

C l u b  S e r v i c e  -  S e e  C a l e n d a r
M e e t i n g  t i m e s  N o o n  t o  1 : 1 5 M i n n e s o t a  S t a t e  C o l l e g e  a n d  U n i v e r s i t i e s  ( M N S C U )  i s

m a d e  u p  o f  s e v e n  s t a t e  u n i v e r s i t i e s  a n d  2 6  c o m m u n i t y
a n d  t e c h n i c a l  c o l l e g e s .  S c o t t  O l s o n  h a s  s e r v e d  a s
C h a n c e l l o r  s i n c e  2 0 2 3 .  H e  h a s  b e e n  i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n
i m p r o v i n g  o u t c o m e s  f o r  m a r g i n a l i z e d  s t u d e n t s  a n d
t r a n s f o r m e d  M N S C U ’ s  t e c h n o l o g y  p l a t f o r m ,  e n s u r i n g
e f f i c i e n t  b u s i n e s s  p r o c e s s e s  s u p p o r t i n g  s t u d e n t s
s e a m l e s s l y .   

M i s s i o n
T h e  B l o o m i n g t o n  N o o n  R o t a r y
C l u b  u n i t e s  l e a d e r s  t o  i m p r o v e
o u r  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  t h e  w o r l d
t h r o u g h  s e r v i c e  a n d
p h i l a n t h r o p y .
 
2 0 2 6 - 2 0 2 7  O f f i c e r s :
P r e s i d e n t :
V a l e r i a  C a m b o n i  M i l l e r
v a l e r i a @ c a m b o n i m i l l e r l a w . c o m
 
B o a r d  M e e t i n g s  -  M o n t h l y
 S e c o n d  M o n d a y s ,  1 1 : 0 0  A M ,
H i l t o n  B o a r d  R o o m  
P r e s i d e n t  E l e c t :
 J a n e  F e n t o n
V i c e  P r e s i d e n t :
 
T r e a s u r e r :
 
S e r g e a n t  a t  A r m s :
 L o r i  R e b e r s
P r o g r a m  C h a i r :
 S a r a  K l e i n s a s s e r  T a n
P a s t  P r e s i d e n t :
 K u r t  H a g e n
D i s t r i c t  G o v e r n o r :
 L e i f  H a g e n
E x e c u t i v e  S e c r e t a r y :
 K a t h y  K o e h l e r
 9 5 2 - 2 5 0 - 0 4 7 6
 k k o e h l e r 5 3 @ f r o n t i e r n e t . n e t
 
D i r e c t o r s :  A d a m  J o h n s t o n ,  J i m
M o r t e n s o n ,  L o r i  R e b e r s ,  D a v i d
D r u m m o n d ,  L e e  M o s h e r ,  P a u l
N i e d e r b e r g e r ,  A b u l  S h a r a h

M a i l i n g  A d d r e s s :  P . O .  B o x  2 0 3 0 0
B l o o m i n g t o n ,  M N  U S A  5 5 4 2 0
 

D r .  P a k o u  Y a n g  b e g a n  h e r  a p p o i n t m e n t  a s  P r e s d i e n t  o n
A p r i l  2 2 ,  2 0 2 6 .  S h e  i s  t h e  s i x t h  i n d i v i d u a l  t o  s e r v e  a s
P r e s i d e n t  o f  N o r m a n d a l e  C o m m u n i t y  C o l l e g e  a n d  t h e  f i r s t
H m o n g  A m e r i c a n  c o l l e g e  o r  u n i v e r s i t y  p r e s i d e n t  i n  t h e  U S .
C o m i n g  t o  N o r m a n d a l e  o n  J u n e  4 ,  2 0 2 5 ,  a s  I n t e r i m
P r e s i d e n t ,  s h e  p r e v i o u s l y  s e v e d  a s  P r o v o s t  a n d  V i c e
P r e s i d e n t  o f  A c a d e m i c  a n d  S t u d e n t  A f f a i r s  a t  C e n t u r y
C o l l e g e  i n  W h i t e  B e a r  L a k e ,  M N .  w h e r e  s h e  h e l d  s e v e r a l
p o s i t i o n s  b e g i n n i n g  i n  2 0 0 3 .  H e r  P h D  i s  f r o m  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y
o f  M i n n e s o t a .

O u r  n e x t  M e e t  a n d  G r e e t  m e e t i n g  i s  s e t  f o r  5 : 0 0  P M  a t
t h e  H i l t o n  o n  F r a n c e  A v e n u e  a n d  H w y  4 9 4  i n  t h e  O l i v e
L o u n g e  j u s t  o u t s i d e  t h e  C h o p  H o u s e  R e s t a u r a n t .
G u e s t s  a r e  w e l c o m e !   L a s t  m o n t h  w e  h o s t e d  5  g u e s t s .  

T h e r e  i s  n o  s e t  c h a r g e  f o r  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  m e e t i n g s .  W e
o r d e r  a l a  c a r t e  f r o m  t h e  b a r  m e n u .  M a n y  o f  u s  m a k e
t h i s  o u r  e v e n i n g  d i n n e r  o u t .  T h e  c o m p a n y  i s  g r e a t  a n d
y o u  a l w a y s  l e a r n  s o m e t h i n g  n e w  a b o u t  y o u r  R o t a r y
f r i e n d s !

D o n  S t i l e s  a n d  D e b  N e w m a n
e n j o y  a  f r i e n d l y  c h a t .

J o i n  u s  f o r  t h e s e  t w o  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  g u e s t s !
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Recent Meetings... J u l y  B i r t h d a y s
2 7   M i k e  H e l m i c k

J u l y  A n n i v e r s a r i e s
N o  J u l y  A n n i v e r s a r i e s

A u g u s t  B i r t h d a y s
1 2   J i m  M o r t e n s o n
1 7   D a v i d  S e n n e s s
1 8   L a u r a  S c h u l t z
2 4   K a t h y  K o e h l e r
2 5   A n d r e w  H u s s

A u g u s t  A n n i v e r s a r i e s
0 1   M i k e  H e l m i c k  3 2  y r s
1 7   D i a n n  K i r b y   2 7  y r s
1 9   L o r i  R e b e r s   7  y r s
2 2   E r i c  D a l l m a n n   3  y r s
2 9   J i m  W a l d v o g e l  1 0  y r s

R e c e n t  P r o g r a m
R e c o r d i n g s . . .

0 2 / 2 3 / 2 0 2 6  “ M i d d l e  S c h o o l
S p o r t s ”  -
h t t p s : / / y o u t u . b e / Y W s 3 E r P
2 G 7 M
0 3 / 0 9 / 2 0 2 6  -  “ E n d u r a n c e
L e a d e r s h i p  w i t h  T o n y
L o y d ”  -
h t t p s : / / y o u t u . b e / 0 L A u T v D
9 B O Y  
0 3 / 2 3 / 2 0 2 6  -  “ H o w  t o
M a k e  a  B r o n z e  S t a t u e ”  -
h t t p s : / / y o u t u . b e / u 3 P P l 9 _ B
f B E  
0 4 / 1 3 / 2 0 2 6  -  “ M a k i n g  t h e
C a s e  f o r  O p t i m i s m ”   -
h t t p s : / / y o u t u . b e / k L 3 d h 9 S 6
m 2 k
0 4 / 2 7 / 2 0 2 6  -  “ M a k e - A -
W i s h  M i n n e s o t a ”  -
h t t p s : / / y o u t u . b e / Q 5 G 1 _ X 5
E M j M

T h e s e  a n d  o t h e r  R o t a r y
p r o g r a m s  a r e  a l s o
a v a i l a b l e  t o  s t r e a m  o n  t h e
c i t y  w e b s i t e  h e r e :
h t t p s : / / r e f l e c t -
b c i t . c a b l e c a s t . t v / C a b l e c a s
t P u b l i c S i t e / s e a r c h ?
c h a n n e l = 2 & q u e r y = r o t a r y
 

District Governor Leif Hagen
W e  h o s t e d  D i s t r i c t  G o v e r n o r
L e i f  H a g e n  o n  M o n d a y ,  J u l y  2 7 .
H i s  t h e m e  f o r  t h i s  y e a r  i s  t h e
“ A r t  o f  R o t a r y ” .  A s  w e  l u n c h e d ,
R o t a r i a n s  w e r e  a s k e d  t o
a r t i s t i c a l l y  s h a r e  w h a t  R o t a r y
m e a n t  t o  t h e m  i n d i v i d u a l l y .  

t h

O n  A u g u s t  3 ,  2 0 2 6 ,  1 3  R o t a r i a n s
v o l u n t e e r e d  a t  W i l d e r n e s s  I n q u i r y ,
p r e p a r i n g  f o o d  a n d  c o o k i n g  k i t s  f o r
o u t d o o r  a d v e n t u r e r s  o f  a l l  a g e s ,
a b i l i t i e s  a n d  i d e n t i t i e s  w h o  t r a v e l  w i t h
t h e  n o n p r o f i t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h r o u g h o u t
t h e  y e a r .  W i l d e r n e s s  I n q u i r y  s t a r t e d  i n
1 9 7 8  w i t h  a  m i s s i o n  t o  h e l p  p e o p l e
w i t h  d i s a b i l i t i e s  e x p e r i e n c e  w i l d e r n e s s  

Rotarians Help Wilderness Inquiry Prepare Food for the Trail

L e i f  r e c o u n t e d  h i s  m a n y  e x p e r i e n c e s  w i t h  R o t a r y  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s  w h e r e  h e  “ m a d e
f r i e n d s  f r o m  a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d ” ;  l e a r n e d  m a n y  n e w  c u l t u r a l  t i d b i t s ;  a n d  v i s i t e d
m a n y  c o u n t r i e s  w h i l e  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  a n n u a l  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  R o t a r y  C o n v e n t i o n s .  H e
h o s t e d  a  Y o u t h  E x c h a n g e  s t u d e n t  f r o m  F i n l a n d  a n d  e n j o y e d  O r l a n d o ,  F L ,  w i t h  5 0 0
f e l l o w  D i s t r i c t  G o v e r n o r s  a s  h e  p r e p a r e d  f o r  t h i s  y e a r .

t o  c o n s i d e r .  O n  A p r i l  2 3 ,  2 0 2 7 ,
t h e  D i s t r i c t  C o n f e r e n c e  w i l l  b e
h e l d  a t  t h e  M c N a m a r a  A l u m n i
C e n t e r .  A n d ,  t h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l
m e e t i n g s  e n c o u r a g i n g  R o t a r i a n s
t o  a t t e n d  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o n -

L e i f  e x p a n d e d  o n  R o t a r y ’ s  A c t i o n  P l a n  t o  I n c r e a s e  o u r  I m p a c t ,  E x p a n d  o u r  R e a c h ,
E n h a n c e  P a r t i c i p a n t  E n g a g e m e n t ,  a n d  I n c r e a s e  o u r  A b i l i t y  t o  A d a p t .  O n  O c t o b e r
2 4 t h ,  o u r  d i s t r i c t  w i l l  h o s t  t h e  W o r l d ’ s  L a r g e s t  P o l i o  W a l k  a t  t h e  M O A .  A n d ,  f r o m
M a y  2 7  t o  M a y  3 1 s t ,  2 0 2 8 ,  o v e r  1 0 0 0  v o l u n t e e r s  w i l l  b e  n e e d e d  h e r e  i n  t h e  T w i n
C i t i e s  a s  w e  h o s t  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o n v e n t i o n .  O u r  “ I M P A C T  w i l l  b e  f e l t  n e a r  a n d
f a r . ”  H e  h o p e s  t o  E X P A N D  o u r  R e a c h  w i t h  a  n e t  6 0  n e w  m e m b e r s  a c r o s s  t h e  D i s t r i c t .
T o  E n h a n c e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  E N G A G E M E N T ,  h e  i s  e n c o u r a g i n g  t w o  e v e n t s  f o r  R o t a r i a n s

v e n t i o n  i n  B a r c e l o n a ,  J u n e  2 6 - 3 0 ,  2 0 2 7 .  T h e r e  w i l l  a l s o  b e  a  R o a d  T r i p  t o  E v a n s t o n ,
I l l i n o i s ,  t o  v i s i t  t h e  P a u l  H a r r i s  H o u s e  a n d  t h e  R I  O f f i c e s .  H e  h o p e s  5 0  c l u b s  w i l l
q u a l i f y  f o r  t h e  E x c e l l e n c e  A w a r d .  N o r t h  S t a r  Y o u t h  E x c h a n g e  h a s  a  g o a l  i s  f o r  3 0
i n b o u n d  a n d  3 0  o u t b o u n d  y o u t h .  A N D ,  t o  A D A P T ,  h e  i s  h o p i n g  t o  a s s i s t  2 0  c l u b s  t o
c r e a t e  a  S t r a t e g i c  P l a n .

a d v e n t u r e s ,  a n d  i t s  i n c l u s i v e  m o d e l  n o w  a l s o  s e r v e s  y o u t h  a n d  f a m i l i e s  f r o m  a l l
b a c k g r o u n d s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  h i s t o r i c a l l y  d i s c o n n e c t e d  f r o m
o u t d o o r  a d v e n t u r e s .  R o t a r i a n s  p r e p a r e d  o a t m e a l  p a c k a g e s ,  r e s t o c k e d  s p i c e
c o n t a i n e r s  a n d  c o n d i m e n t s ,  a n d  a s s e m b l e d  t r a i l  c o o k w a r e  k i t s  t h a t  h a d  b e e n
s a n i t i z e d  a f t e r  r e t u r n i n g  f r o m  a d v e n t u r e s  o v e r  t h e  w e e k e n d .  

W i l d e r n e s s  c o n t i n u e d  a l o n g  w i t h  P h o t o s . . . C h e c k  o u t  p a g e  4  R I B

https://youtu.be/YWs3ErP2G7M
https://youtu.be/YWs3ErP2G7M
https://youtu.be/0LAuTvD9BOY
https://youtu.be/0LAuTvD9BOY
https://youtu.be/u3PPl9_BfBE
https://youtu.be/u3PPl9_BfBE
https://youtu.be/kL3dh9S6m2k
https://youtu.be/kL3dh9S6m2k
https://youtu.be/Q5G1_X5EMjM
https://youtu.be/Q5G1_X5EMjM


D o n  S t i l e s  i s  b a c k  f r o m  I r e l a n d  h a v i n g  h a d  a  w o n d e r f u l  v a c a t i o n .  K u r t  H a g e n  i s  h a p p y  t o  b e  b a c k  f o r  h i s  f i r s t
m e e t i n g  a s  P a s t  P r e s i d e n t .  M a h e n d r a  N a t h ’ s  c o m p a n y  i s  c e l e b r a t i n g  t h e i r  5 0 - y e a r  a n n i v e r s a r y .  C h e c k  o u t  t h e i r
w e b s i t e  f o r  “ 5 0  w e e k s  o f  5 0  Y e a r s ” ,  a  y e a r l o n g  t r i b u t e  t o  5  d e c a d e s  o f  l a s t i n g  i m p a c t .  w w w . n a t h c o m p a n i e s . c o m   
T h e y  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  o n  p o s t  # 9  o f  5 0 .  Y o u  w i l l  f i n d  m a n y  i n t e r e s t i n g  t i d b i t s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  w e e k s !  M a h e n d r a  a l s o
s h a r e d  a  c o n c e r n  a b o u t  t h e  g u n  v i o l e n c e  t h a t  h e  s e e s  h u r t i n g  m a n y  b u s i n e s s e s  t h r o u g h o u t  M i n n e s o t a .  

E l d o n  S p e n c e r  h a d  a  g r e a t  h o l i d a y  w i t h  h i s  t w o  g r a n d c h i l d r e n .  A n d r e w  H u s s  i s  b a c k  f r o m  a  w h i r l w i n d
M e d i t e r r a n i a n  c r u i s e ,  N a p o l i ,  R o m e ,  t h e  V a t i c a n !  P a u l  N i e d e r b e r g e r  s p e n t  t i m e  w i t h  h i s  g r a n d d a u g h t e r  i n
M i s s o u l a ,  M o n t a n a .  M i k e  H e l m i c k  o f f e r e d  p r a y e r s  a n d  t h o u g h t s  f o r  V a l ’ s  s w i f t  r e c o v e r y .  B e c k y  A m b l e ‘ s  p l a n n e d
c r u i s e  w a s  c a n c e l l e d  d u e  t o  l o w  w a t e r  l e v e l !  S h e  a l s o  w a n t e d  t o  t h a n k  e v e r y o n e  w h o  h e l p e d  t o  m o v e  t h r e e  r e c e n t
p u b l i s h e d  b o o k s  u p  t o  “ b e s t  s e l l e r s ” .  L o r i  R e b e r s  i s  h a p p y  i t  i s  s u m m e r  w i t h  t h e  m a n y  c o n c e r t s  t h a t  s h e  c a n
a t t e n d .  J a n e  F e n t o n  c e l e b r a t e d  a l l  t h e  n e w  m e m b e r s  w e  a r e  s e e i n g .  C a t h e r i n e  G u m p ,  g u e s t ,  w a s  h a p p y  t o  b e
a b l e  t o  s p e n d  t i m e  w i t h  h e r  g r a n d s o n  i n  I r e l a n d .  
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D a r i o  B i l a r d e l l o ,  G u e s t  o f  V a l e r i a  C a m b o n i  M i l l e r ,  F i n a n c i a l  A d v i s o r  a n d  R e s e a r c h  P r o f e s s o r  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f
M i n n e s o t a ,  a n  I t a l i a n  B r i t i s h  c i t i z e n ,  A p p r o v e d  f o r  m e m b e r s h i p  i n  o u r  R o t a r y  C l u b .
D a n  K l e m e n t ,  R e t i r e d  P a s t o r ,  4 8  Y e a r  R o t a r i a n  a n d  P a u l  H a r r i s  M a j o r  D o n o r  t o  T h e  R o t a r y  F o u n d a t i o n ,  m o v e d
b a c k  t o  M N  f r o m  N e w  J e r s e y .  J o i n i n g  o u r  c l u b .
M a r y  A l l e n b u r g  R o u t h i e a u x ,  N o r t h w e s t e r n  H e a l t h  S c i e n c e s  U n i v e r s i t y ,  M a r k e t i n g  a n d  A d v a n c e m e n t ,  M e m b e r s h i p
i n  o u r  c l u b  h a s  b e e n  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  B o a r d .
B e t s y  L e e ,  R e t i r e d ,  s p o u s e  o f  L a r r y  L e e ,  h a s  h e r  o w n  I n s t a g r a m  b l o g
R o t a r i a n  C a t h e r i n e  G u m p ,  E d i n a  R o t a r y
K a r l a  H u l t ,  E d i n a ,  C u r r e n t  C a n d i d a t e  f o r  S e n a t e  D i s t r i c t  5 0 ,  J o u r n a l i s t
N a w a l  M o h a m o u d ,  G u e s t  o f  J a n e  F e n t o n ,  W o o d b u r y ,  S o c i a l  M e d i a  I n t e r n ,  J e f f e r s o n  H S  J u n i o r  

Distinguished Guests 

M a r k  y o u r  c a l e n d a r . . . N o v e m b e r  1 0  w i l l  b e  t h e  A n n u a l  V e t e r a n s  L u n c h e o nt h

C o n s i d e r  s i g n i n g  u p  f o r  C l o s e t  o f  H o p e  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e  s e t  f o r  A u g u s t  3 1 s t !
M i k e  H e l m i c k  r e m i n d e d  e v e r y o n e  t h a t  o u r  n e x t  R o t a r y  R u s h  w i l l  f e a t u r e  Z a c h  W a l k e r ,  o u r  C i t y  M a n a g e r .
I n v i t e  a  g u e s t  t h a t  d a y  a n d  i n t r o d u c e  t h e m  t o  R o t a r y .  

Announcements

Happy Bucks

M i k e  H e l m i c k  w a s  t h e  l a t e s t  B l o o m i n g t o n  N o o n  R o t a r i a n  t o  c o m m i t  t o  d o n a t i n g  $ 1 , 0 0 0
a n n u a l l y  t o  T h e  R o t a r y  F o u n d a t i o n  f o r  a s  l o n g  a s  h e  i s  a b l e .  D i s t r i c t  G o v e r n o r  L e i f  H a g e n
w a s  p l e a s e d  t o  a w a r d  M i k e  w i t h  h i s  c e r t i f i c a t e  a n d  p i n  t o  c o m m e m o r a t e  t h i s  c o m m i t m e n t .  

DG Leif Hagen Presents a New Paul Harris Society Award

M e e t  o u r  n e w  S o c i a l  M e d i a  I n t e r n ,  a  v e r y  i m p r e s s i v e  y o u n g  w o m a n .  N a w a l  M o h a m o u d  i s  a
J e f f e r s o n  H i g h  S c h o o l  J u n i o r .  H e r  e a r l y  y e a r s  w e r e  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  b e f o r e  h e r  f a m i l y  m o v e d  t o
B l o o m i n g t o n .  S h e  n o w  l i v e s  i n  W o o d b u r y .  S h e  e v e n t u a l l y  w a n t s  t o  s t u d y  l a w .  H e r  f a v o r i t e
s u b j e c t s  i n  s c h o o l  a r e  H i s t o r y  a n d  P o l i t i c a l  S c i e n c e .  S h e  p a r t i c i p a t e s  i n  b o t h  t h e  S p e e c h  a n d
D e b a t e  t e a m s .  H e r  d r e a m s  i n c l u d e  t r a v e l  t o  a t  l e a s t  1 5 0  c o u n t r i e s  i n  t h e  w o r l d .  I n  h e r  s p a r e
t i m e ,  s h e  i s  e i t h e r  r e a d i n g  o r  w r i t i n g .  M y s t e r y  n o v e l s  a n d  b o o k s  o n  m y t h o l o g y  a r e  h e r  f a v o r i t e .
S h e  i s  a  c h e s s  p l a y e r  a n d  i s  c o n v e r s a t i o n a l  i n  4  l a n g u a g e s  w h i l e  s t u d y i n g  a n o t h e r  5 !

Welcome to our New Social Media Intern - Nawal Mohamoud
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T h e  C h i p  i n  f o r  S c h o o l s  A n n u a l  G o l f  T o u r n a m e n t  w a s
h e l d  l a s t  w e e k .  S e v e r a l  R o t a r i a n s  s u p p o r t  t h e  w o r k  t h a t
t h e  E d u c a t i o n  F o u n d a t i o n  d o e s  w i t h i n  o u r  B l o o m i n g t o n
s c h o o l  s y s t e m .  R e p r e s e n t i n g  R o t a r y  o n  t h e  G r e e n s  w e r e
N i c k  B a s i l ,  J i m  M o r t e n s o n ,  a n d  D o n  S t i l e s  s e e n  h e r e
o n  t h e  h o l e  n a m e d  i n  h o n o r  o f  B l o o m i g t o n  N o o n  R o t a r y
d u e  t o  t h e  m a n y  S e n i o r  S c h o l a r s h i p s  s p o n s o r e d  e a c h
y e a r  b y  o u r  c l u b .

O t h e r  R o t a r i a n s  w h o  w o r k  w i t h  t h e  F o u n d a t i o n  i n c l u d e  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  E r i c
M e l b y e ,  K a r y n  A r a z i ,  f o r m e r  s c h o o l  b o a r d  m e m b e r ,  a n d  D e b b i e  B e l f r y .

Rotarians Support Education Foundation of Bloomington Fundraiser

T h a n k  y o u  t o  a l l  w h o  c a m e  t o  W i l d e r n e s s  I n q u i r y  t o  h e l p :  K a d a j a  A b d i  ( f r o m  K e n n e d y  H i g h  S c h o o l ) ,  M i k e  &  K a r y n
A r a z i ,  D a r i o  B i l a r d e l l o ,  J i m  C a s s e r l y ,  B o b  E r i c k s o n ,  J a n e  F e n t o n ,  N a w a l  M o h a m o u d  ( o u r  i n t e r n ,  f r o m
J e f f e r s o n  H i g h  S c h o o l ) ,  M a r y  M u r p h y ,  P a u l  N i e d e r b e r g e r ,  L o r i  R e b e r s ,  E r i k a  R i v e r s  a n d  D o n  S t i l e s .  N o t e  t h a t
w e  h a d  f o u r  n o n - R o t a r i a n  v o l u n t e e r s  w h o  j o i n e d  u s  t o d a y  b e c a u s e  a  R o t a r i a n  i n v i t e d  t h e m .  
                                                                W i l d e r n e s s  A r t i c l e  c o n t r i b u t e d  b y  E r i k a  R i v e r s .  P h o t o s  b y  K a r y n  A r a z i .

Community Service at Wilderness Inquiry Continued...

5



F o r  t h e  p a s t  3 0  y e a r s ,  B l o o m i n g t o n  R o t a r y  h a s  b e e n  p r o v i d i n g  s c h o o l  s u p p l i e s
f o r  s t u d e n t s  i n  t w o  o f  o u r  l o c a l  s c h o o l s ,  I n d i a n  M o u n d s  E l e m e n t a r y  S c h o o l  a n d

V a l l e y  V i e w  M i d d l e  S c h o o l .  
I n  t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  w e  p u r c h a s e d  t h e  s u p p l i e s  a n d  o r g a n i z e d  a  m e e t i n g  t o  c r e a t e

5 0  b a c k p a c k s  f u l l  o f  s u p p l i e s  f o r  I n d i a n  M o u n d s  o r  7 5  b a g s  o f  s u p p l i e s  f o r  V a l l e y
V i e w  s t u d e n t s .  T h e s e  w e r e  d e l i v e r e d  t o  e a c h  s c h o o l  a n d  t h e  s c h o o l  w o u l d

d i s t r i b u t e  t o  s t u d e n t s  w h o  n e e d e d  t h e s e  s u p p l i e s .  

W e  c h a n g e d  o u r  p r o c e s s  a  f e w  y e a r s  a g o  a n d  t o d a y  w e  f i n d  w e  c a n  p u r c h a s e
s u p p l i e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  d i r e c t l y  a n d  m o r e  e f f i c i e n t l y ,  a c t u a l l y

p r o v i d i n g  m o r e  s u p p l i e s  u s i n g  t h e  s c h o o l ’ s  p u r c h a s i n g  p o w e r .  S u p p l i e s  c a n  b e
d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  s t u d e n t s  a s  n e e d e d .

D u r i n g  t h e  m o n t h  o f  A u g u s t ,  w e  w i l l  b e  c o l l e c t i n g  c a s h  d o n a t i o n s .  T h e  p l e d g e
s l i p  b e l o w  i s  d e s i g n e d  t o  b e  u s e d  t o  p l e d g e  y o u r  d o n a t i o n .  Y o u  c a n  c h o o s e  t o

m a k e  a  t a x - d e d u c t i b l e  d o n a t i o n  b y  w r i t i n g  a  c h e c k  t o  B l o o m i n g t o n  R o t a r y  C l u b
F o u n d a t i o n  a n d  b r i n g  i t  t o  o n e  o f  o u r  A u g u s t  m e e t i n g s  o r  m a i l  a s  i n d i c a t e d .  O r ,

y o u  m a y  a l s o  c h o o s e  t o  b e  b i l l e d  t h r o u g h  y o u r  q u a r t e r l y  b i l l i n g .  I n d i c a t e  t h e
d o l l a r  a m o u n t  t h a t  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  b e  b i l l e d .  

T u r n  i n  y o u r  p l e d g e  s h e e t  a n d / o r  c h e c k  a t  a n  A u g u s t  m e e t i n g .

Pack to School Fundraising Campaign

P l e d g e  F o r m
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Calendar of Events 

Upcoming Meetings-

Middle School Sports...2026-2027

 

 R o t a r y  i n  B l o o m i n g t o n  

Black Denotes In Person Meeting (Most often Noon At the Hilton Hotel) 
Blue Denotes Club Service, Meet and Greet, Vocational Event or Holiday Party
Red Denotes No Meeting 
Green Denotes a planned Zoom Meeting 

A u g  1 0 :  M o n d a y  “ U p d a t e  o n  M i n n e s o t a  S t a t e  C o l l e g e  &  U n i v e r s i t y
       S y s t e m ”  C h a n c e l l o r  S c o t t  O l s o n  a n d  P r e s i d e n t  D r .  P a k o u  Y a n g
A u g  1 7 :  M o n d a y  “ M e e t  a n d  G r e e t ”  5 : 0 0  P M  O l i v e  L o u n g e ,
       H i l t o n  H o t e l ,  F r a n c e  a n d  H w y  4 9 4
A u g  2 4 :  M o n d a y  “ R o t a r i a n  Z a c h  W i l s o n ,  B l o o m i n g t o n  C i t y  M a n a g e r ”
       R o t a r y  R u s h  D a y ,  I n v i t e  a  G u e s t  t o  m e e t  t h e  n e w  C i t y  M a n a g e r
A u g  3 1 :  M o n d a y  “ C o m m u n i t y  S e r v i c e  a t  C l o s e t  o f  H o p e ”  S i g n  u p  
S e p t  7 :  N O  M E E T I N G  -  E n j o y  t h e  L a b o r  D a y  H o l i d a y
S e p t  1 4 :  M o n d a y  “ T o  B e  D e t e r m i n e d ”
S e p t  2 1 :  M o n d a y  “ “ M e e t  a n d  G r e e t ”  5 : 0 0  P M  O l i v e  L o u n g e ,  H i l t o n  H o t e l
S e p t  2 8 :  M o n d a y  “ D u s t i n  D e l f s  a n d  F r i e n d  -  S p e c i a l  O l y m p i c s ”
O c t  5 :  M o n d a y  “ M o c k  J o b  I n t e r v i e w s  a t  N o r m a n d a l e  C o m m u n i t y  C o l l e g e ”
      M a r k  y o u  c a l e n d a r  -  s i g n  u p . . . a l l  R o t a r i a n s  a r e  n e e d e d !  C o m m u n i t y  S e r v i c e

M o n t h  o f  A u g u s t :  “ P a c k  t o  S c h o o l  F u n d r a i s i n g ”  
A u g  1 0 :  M o n d a y  “ C l u b  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s  M e e t i n g ”  H i l t o n  B o a r d  R o o m , 1 1 : 0 0  A M
A u g  2 0 :  T h u r s d a y  “ T a s t e  o f  L a k e v i l l e ”  I n f o :  h t t p s : / / t a s t e o f l a k e v i l l e . o r g /
A u g  2 9 :  S a t u r d a y  “ B a n d  B l i t z  f o r  t h e  M i l i t a r y ”  B l o o m i n g t o n  V e t e r a n ’ s  C l u b ,  
       1 : 0 0  t o  4 : 0 0  P M - S i l e n t  A u c t i o n ,  3 1 1  W .  8 4  S t r e e t ,  B l o o m i n g t o nt h

A u g  3 1 :  M o n d a y  “ C o m m u n i t y  S e r v i c e  a t  C l o s e t  o f  H o p e ”  N o o n  t o  1 : 3 0  P M
S e p t  7 :  M o n d a y  “ N O  M E E T I N G ”  E n j o y  t h e  L a b o r  D a y  H o l i d a y  W e e k e n d
S e p t  1 4 :  M o n d a y  “ C l u b  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s  M e e t i n g ”  H i l t o n
       B o a r d  R o o m , 1 1 : 0 0  A M
O c t  5 :  M o n d a y  “ M o c k  J o b  I n t e r v i e w s  a t  N o r m a n d a l e  C o m m u n i t y  C o l l e g e ”
       M a r k  y o u r  c a l e n d a r  -  s i g n  u p . . . a l l  R o t a r i a n s  a r e  n e e d e d !  C o m m u n i t y  S e r v i c e
O c t  2 4 :  S a t u r d a y  “ W o r l d ’ s  L a r g e s t  W a l k  t o  E n d  P o l i o ”  a t  M O A  -  
       7 : 3 0  -  9 : 3 0  A M  S a v e  t h e  D a t e
O c t  2 6 :  M o n d a y  “ B l o o m i n g t o n  R o t a r y  C l u b  F o u n d a t i o n  B o a r d  o f
       D i r e c t o r s  M e e t i n g ”  1 1 : 0 0  A M  H i l t o n
N o v  1 0 :  T u e s d a y  “ V e t e r a n s  D a y  L u n c h e o n ”  
A p r i l  2 3 ,  2 0 2 7 :  “ D i s t r i c t  C o n f e r e n c e ,  M c N a m a r a  A l u m n i  C e n t e r ”
M a y  2 7 ,  2 0 2 7 :  “ R o a d  T r i p  t o  E v a n s t o n ,  R I  O f f i c e s  a n d  P a u l  H a r r i s  H o u s e ”
J u n e  2 6  -  3 0 ,  2 0 2 7 :  “ B a r c e l o n a :  R o t a r y  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o n v e n t i o n ”

T h e  F o u r - W a y  T e s t
1 .  I s  i t  t h e  T R U T H ?
2 .  I s  i t  F A I R  t o  a l l  

 c o n c e r n e d ?
3 .  W i l l  i t  b u i l d  

 G O O D W I L L  a n d  
 B E T T E R  

 F R I E N D S H I P S ?
4 .  W i l l  i t  b e  

 B E N E F I C I A L  t o
 a l l  c o n c e r n e d ?

 

R I B  E d i t o r :
K a r y n  A r a z i

B a c k u p  C o n t r i b u t o r s :
E r i k a  R i v e r s ,  E l d o n

S p e n c e r  w i t h  D e b b i e
B e l f r y ,  D o n  S t i l e s ,

a n d  B e c k y  A m b l e  o n
p h o t o s

 
A D D R E S S

B l o o m i n g t o n  N o o n  
R o t a r y

P . O .  B o x  2 0 3 0 0
B l o o m i n g t o n ,  M N

5 5 4 2 0
 

W e b  A d d r e s s e s :
B l o o m i n g t o n  N o o n  R o t a r y

w w w . b l o o m i n g t o n r o t a r y m n . o r g
R o t a r y  I n t e r n a t i o n a l

w w w . r o t a r y . o r g
R o t a r y  D i s t r i c t  5 9 5 0

w w w . r o t a r y 5 9 5 0 . o r g
F i n d  a  L o c a l  C l u b

C l u b  D i r e c t o r y  &  C o n t a c t s  |  D i s t r i c t
5 9 5 0  ( c l u b r u n n e r . c a )  

C l u b R u n n e r
h t t p s : / / p o r t a l . c l u b r u n n e r . c a / 3 5 3 7

“ L i k e ;  F o l l o w ;  J o i n ;  S h a r e ”  u s  o n
F a c e b o o k  a n d  J o i n  o u r  g r o u p  o n  T h e

R o t a r y  C l u b  o f  B l o o m i n g t o n  M N :
P o s t s  |  L i n k e d I n  .  A l s o  o n  I n s t a g r a m .

I n  a l l  c a s e s  t h e  s e a r c h  k e y w o r d  i s
“ R o t a r y  C l u b  o f  B l o o m i n g t o n  N o o n

M N ”
 

 D o n a t e  t h r o u g h  Z e f f y ,  s e e  Q R  c o d e .
O r ,  b y  i s s u i n g  a  c h e c k  t o  B l o o m i n g t o n
R o t a r y  C l u b  F o u n d a t i o n  a n d  m a i l i n g
t o  P . O . B o x  2 0 3 0 0 ,  B l o o m i n g t o n ,  M N

5 5 4 2 0 - 0 3 0 0 .  T h i s  i s  o u r  C l u b ’ s  o n g o i n g
2 0 2 6 - 2 0 2 7  f u n d r a i s e r .  
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	Rotary in Bloomington
	Bloomington Noon
	August 3, 2026
	Noon Meetings Second and Fourth Mondays at the Hilton, France Ave & 494 Social Events and Club Service - See Calendar Meeting times Noon to 1:15
	Mission The Bloomington Noon Rotary Club unites leaders to improve our community and the world through service and philanthropy.
	2026-2027 Officers: President: Valeria Camboni Miller valeria@cambonimillerlaw.com
	Board Meetings - Monthly  Second Mondays, 11:00 AM, Hilton Board Room  President Elect:  Jane Fenton Vice President:
	Treasurer:
	Sergeant at Arms:  Lori Rebers Program Chair:  Sara Kleinsasser Tan Past President:  Kurt Hagen District Governor:  Leif Hagen Executive Secretary:  Kathy Koehler  952-250-0476  kkoehler53@frontiernet.net
	Directors: Adam Johnston, Jim Mortenson, Lori Rebers, David Drummond, Lee Mosher, Paul Niederberger, Abul Sharah
	Mailing Address: P.O. Box 20300 Bloomington, MN USA 55420

	August 10 Preview: “MNSCU Update” Guests: Chancellor Scott  Olson and NCC President Pakou Yang
	Minnesota State College and Universities (MNSCU) is made up of seven state universities and 26 community and technical colleges. Scott Olson has served as Chancellor since 2023. He has been instrumental in improving outcomes for marginalized students and transformed MNSCU’s technology platform, ensuring efficient business processes supporting students seamlessly.
	Dr. Pakou Yang began her appointment as Presdient on April 22, 2026. She is the sixth individual to serve as President of Normandale Community College and the first Hmong American college or university president in the US. Coming to Normandale on June 4, 2025, as Interim President, she previously seved as Provost and Vice President of Academic and Student Affairs at Century College in White Bear Lake, MN. where she held several positions beginning in 2003. Her PhD is from the University of Minnesota.
	Join us for these two distinguished guests!

	August 17 Preview: “Meet and Greet Social, 5:00 PM, Hilton”
	Our next Meet and Greet meeting is set for 5:00 PM at the Hilton on France Avenue and Hwy 494 in the Olive Lounge just outside the Chop House Restaurant. Guests are welcome!  Last month we hosted 5 guests.
	There is no set charge for attending the meetings. We order ala carte from the bar menu. Many of us make this our evening dinner out. The company is great and you always learn something new about your Rotary friends!

	Rotary
	in Bloomington

	Recent Meetings...
	District Governor Leif Hagen
	We hosted District Governor Leif Hagen on Monday, July 27th. His theme for this year is the “Art of Rotary”. As we lunched, Rotarians were asked to artistically share what Rotary meant to them individually.
	Leif recounted his many experiences with Rotary over the years where he “made friends from around the world”; learned many new cultural tidbits; and visited many countries while attending the annual International Rotary Conventions. He hosted a Youth Exchange student from Finland and enjoyed Orlando, FL, with 500 fellow District Governors as he prepared for this year.
	Leif expanded on Rotary’s Action Plan to Increase our Impact, Expand our Reach, Enhance Participant Engagement, and Increase our Ability to Adapt. On October 24th, our district will host the World’s Largest Polio Walk at the MOA. And, from May 27 to May 31st, 2028, over 1000 volunteers will be needed here in the Twin Cities as we host the International Convention. Our “IMPACT will be felt near and far.” He hopes to EXPAND our Reach with a net 60 new members across the District. To Enhance participation ENGAGEMENT, he is encouraging two events for Rotarians
	to consider. On April 23, 2027, the District Conference will be held at the McNamara Alumni Center. And, there are several meetings encouraging Rotarians to attend the International Con-
	vention in Barcelona, June 26-30, 2027. There will also be a Road Trip to Evanston, Illinois, to visit the Paul Harris House and the RI Offices. He hopes 50 clubs will qualify for the Excellence Award. North Star Youth Exchange has a goal is for 30 inbound and 30 outbound youth. AND, to ADAPT, he is hoping to assist 20 clubs to create a Strategic Plan.

	Rotarians Help Wilderness Inquiry Prepare Food for the Trail
	On August 3, 2026, 13 Rotarians volunteered at Wilderness Inquiry, preparing food and cooking kits for outdoor adventurers of all ages, abilities and identities who travel with the nonprofit organization throughout the year. Wilderness Inquiry started in 1978 with a mission to help people with disabilities experience wilderness
	adventures, and its inclusive model now also serves youth and families from all backgrounds, especially those who have been historically disconnected from outdoor adventures. Rotarians prepared oatmeal packages, restocked spice containers and condiments, and assembled trail cookware kits that had been sanitized after returning from adventures over the weekend.
	Wilderness continued along with Photos...Check out page 4 RIB
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	July Birthdays 27  Mike Helmick
	July Anniversaries No July Anniversaries
	August Birthdays 12  Jim Mortenson 17  David Senness 18  Laura Schultz 24  Kathy Koehler 25  Andrew Huss
	August Anniversaries 01  Mike Helmick 32 yrs 17  Diann Kirby  27 yrs 19  Lori Rebers  7 yrs 22  Eric Dallmann  3 yrs 29  Jim Waldvogel 10 yrs
	Rotary
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	Distinguished Guests
	Announcements
	Happy Bucks
	DG Leif Hagen Presents a New Paul Harris Society Award
	Welcome to our New Social Media Intern - Nawal Mohamoud
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