
Rotary in Bloomington 

B l o o m i n g t o n  N o o n J u l y  6 ,  2 0 2 6

July 13 Preview: “Aavishkaar Update” Rotarian Sandhya Gupta 

July 20 Preview: “Meet and Greet”  Olive Lounge Hilton Hotel
Join Us at 5:00 PM

 

N o o n  M e e t i n g s  S e c o n d  a n d
F o u r t h  M o n d a y s  a t  t h e

H i l t o n ,  F r a n c e  A v e  &  4 9 4
S o c i a l  E v e n t s  a n d

C l u b  S e r v i c e  -  S e e  C a l e n d a r
M e e t i n g  t i m e s  N o o n  t o  1 : 1 5

S a n d h y a  G u p t a  i s  a  S T E M  e d u c a t i o n  a d v o c a t e  a n d
t h e  f o u n d e r  o f  A a v i s h k a a r ,  a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n
d e d i c a t e d  t o  d e l i v e r i n g  h i g h - q u a l i t y  S T E M
e d u c a t i o n  t o  u n d e r s e r v e d  c o m m u n i t i e s  t h r o u g h o u t
I n d i a  a n d  b e y o n d  a n d  e m p o w e r i n g  e d u c a t o r s  t o
b u i l d  c o m m u n i t i e s  o f  p o s s i b i l i t y  a n d  e q u a l i t y .

W i t h  A a v i s h k a a r ,  S a n d h y a  a i m s  t o  c l o s e  g a p s  i n
a c a d e m i c  a c h i e v e m e n t  a n d  h e l p  a l l  c h i l d r e n ,
e s p e c i a l l y  g i r l s ,  g a i n  t h e  s k i l l s  a n d  c o n f i d e n c e
t h e y  n e e d  t o  e n j o y  a n d  p u r s u e  s t a b l e  c a r e e r s  i n
S T E M  f i e l d s .  

 

O u r  n e x t  M e e t  a n d  G r e e t  m e e t i n g  i s  M o n d a y ,  J u l y  2 0 ,  2 0 2 6 .  W e  g a t h e r  a t
5 : 0 0  P M  a t  t h e  H i l t o n  o n  F r a n c e  A v e n u e  a n d  H w y  4 9 4  i n  t h e  O l i v e  L o u n g e
j u s t  o u t s i d e  t h e  C h o p  H o u s e  R e s t a u r a n t .  W e  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t h e s e  s o c i a l
e v e n i n g s  e v e r y  t h i r d  M o n d a y  t h r o u g h o u t  t h i s  r o t a r y  y e a r .  W e  e n c o u r a g e
g u e s t s  a n d  a l w a y s  s p o u s e s  a r e  i n v i t e d  t o  j o i n  a t  t h e s e  m e e t i n g s .  P l e a s e
j o i n  u s  t h i s  m o n t h .

 

M i s s i o n
T h e  B l o o m i n g t o n  N o o n  R o t a r y
C l u b  u n i t e s  l e a d e r s  t o  i m p r o v e
o u r  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  t h e  w o r l d
t h r o u g h  s e r v i c e  a n d
p h i l a n t h r o p y .
 
2 0 2 6 - 2 0 2 7  O f f i c e r s :
P r e s i d e n t :
V a l e r i a  C a m b o n i  M i l l e r
v a l e r i a @ c a m b o n i m i l l e r l a w . c o m
 
B o a r d  M e e t i n g s  -  M o n t h l y
 S e c o n d  M o n d a y s ,  1 1 : 0 0  A M ,
H i l t o n  B o a r d  R o o m  
P r e s i d e n t  E l e c t :
 J a n e  F e n t o n
V i c e  P r e s i d e n t :
 
T r e a s u r e r :
 
S e r g e a n t  a t  A r m s :
 L o r i  R e b e r s
P r o g r a m  C h a i r :
 S a r a  K l e i n s a s s e r  T a n
P a s t  P r e s i d e n t :
 K u r t  H a g e n
D i s t r i c t  G o v e r n o r :
 L e i f  H a g e n
E x e c u t i v e  S e c r e t a r y :
 K a t h y  K o e h l e r
 9 5 2 - 2 5 0 - 0 4 7 6
 k k o e h l e r 5 3 @ f r o n t i e r n e t . n e t
 
D i r e c t o r s :  A d a m  J o h n s t o n ,  J i m
M o r t e n s o n ,  L o r i  R e b e r s ,  D a v i d
D r u m m o n d ,  L e e  M o s h e r ,  P a u l
N i e d e r b e r g e r ,  A b u l  S h a r a h

M a i l i n g  A d d r e s s :  P . O .  B o x  2 0 3 0 0
B l o o m i n g t o n ,  M N  U S A  5 5 4 2 0
 

H e r  d e g r e e s  c o n f e r r e d  i n c l u d e  a  m a s t e r ’ s  i n  p u b l i c  a f f a i r s  f r o m  t h e
H u m p h r e y  I n s t i t u t e  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M i n n e s o t a ,  M i n n e a p o l i s ,  a n d  a
d o c t o r a t e  i n  e l e c t r i c a l  e n g i n e e r i n g  f r o m  I o w a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y .  S h e  i s  a
F o r d  G l o b a l  F e l l o w  2 0 2 5 .

T h e r e  i s  n o  s e t  c h a r g e  f o r  a t t e n d i n g
t h e  m e e t i n g s .  W e  a l l  o r d e r  a l a  c a r t e
f r o m  t h e  b a r  m e n u .  M a n y  o f  u s  m a k e
t h i s  o u r  d i n n e r  e v e n i n g  o u t .   T h e
c o m p a n y  i s  g r e a t  a n d  y o u  a l w a y s
l e a r n  s o m e t h i n g  n e w  a b o u t  y o u r
R o t a r y  f r i e n d s !  A l l  a r e  w e l c o m e !
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 R o t a r y  i n  B l o o m i n g t o n  

Recent Meetings... J u l y  B i r t h d a y s
2 7   M i k e  H e l m i c k

J u l y  A n n i v e r s a r i e s
N o  J u l y  A n n i v e r s a r i e s

A u g u s t  B i r t h d a y s
1 2   J i m  M o r t e n s o n
1 7   D a v i d  S e n n e s s
1 8   L a u r a  S c h u l t z
2 4   K a t h y  K o e h l e r
2 5   A n d r e w  H u s s

A u g u s t  A n n i v e r s a r i e s
0 1   M i k e  H e l m i c k  3 2  y r s
1 7   D i a n n  K i r b y   2 7  y r s
1 9   L o r i  R e b e r s   7  y r s
2 2   E r i c  D a l l m a n n   3  y r s
2 9   J i m  W a l d v o g e l  1 0  y r s

R e c e n t  P r o g r a m
R e c o r d i n g s . . .
0 1 / 2 6 / 2 0 2 6  “ B u s  S t o p
M a m a s ”  -
h t t p s : / / y o u t u . b e / u _ G A f l W
G T 2 M
0 2 / 0 9 / 2 0 2 6  “ G r e a t e r  T w i n
C i t i e s  Y o u t h  S y m p h o n y ”  -
h t t p s : / / y o u t u . b e / z T V F b _ a 3
Y y s
0 2 / 2 3 / 2 0 2 6  “ M i d d l e  S c h o o l
S p o r t s ”  -
h t t p s : / / y o u t u . b e / Y W s 3 E r P
2 G 7 M
0 3 / 2 3 / 2 0 2 6  -  “ H o w  t o
M a k e  a  B r o n z e  S t a t u e ”  -
h t t p s : / / y o u t u . b e / u 3 P P l 9 _ B
f B E  
0 4 / 1 3 / 2 0 2 6  -  “ E n d u r a n c e
L e a d e r s h i p  w i t h  T o n y
L o y d ”  -
h t t p s : / / y o u t u . b e / 0 L A u T v D
9 B O Y  
 
T h e s e  a n d  o t h e r  R o t a r y
p r o g r a m s  a r e  a l s o
a v a i l a b l e  t o  s t r e a m  o n  t h e
c i t y  w e b s i t e  h e r e :
h t t p s : / / r e f l e c t -
b c i t . c a b l e c a s t . t v / C a b l e c a s
t P u b l i c S i t e / s e a r c h ?
c h a n n e l = 2 & q u e r y = r o t a r y
 

O n  J u n e  2 9 ,  2 0 2 6 ,  t h e  B l o o m i n g t o n  N o o n  R o t a r y  c o n v e n e d  f o r  i t s  h i g h l y
a n t i c i p a t e d  Y e a r - E n d  C l u b  A s s e m b l y .  T h e  m e e t i n g  s e r v e d  a s  b o t h  a  r e f l e c t i o n
o n  a  f a n t a s t i c  y e a r  o f  c o m m u n i t y  i m p a c t  a n d  a  c e l e b r a t i o n  o f  l e a d e r s h i p
t r a n s i t i o n .

Y e a r  I n  R e v i e w :  S h a t t e r i n g  R e c o r d s  a n d  S h o r t e r  M e e t i n g s
O u t g o i n g  P r e s i d e n t  K u r t  H a g e n  p r e s e n t e d  t h e  2 0 2 5 - 2 0 2 6  h i g h l i g h t s ,
s h o w c a s i n g  a  y e a r  o f  g r o w t h ,  g e n e r o s i t y ,  a n d  s t r u c t u r a l  e f f i c i e n c y :

B l o o m i n g t o n  M i d d l e  S c h o o l  S p o r t s :  A  s p e c t a c u l a r  $ 5 0 , 0 0 0  w a s  r a i s e d
t o  s u p p o r t  B l o o m i n g t o n  m i d d l e  s c h o o l  s p o r t s ,  l e d  b y  P a u l  N i e d e r b e r g e r
w i t h  m a t c h i n g  f u n d s  g e n e r o u s l y  p r o v i d e d  b y  B o b  E r i c k s o n  a n d  D o n
S t i l e s .  J o h n  B o r n  a n d  E r i k  M e l b y e  a c c e p t e d  t h e  c h e c k  o n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e
s c h o o l s .
P o l i o  P l u s  P o w e r h o u s e :  O v e r  t h e  y e a r s  s i n c e  R o t a r y  b e g a n  i t s  P o l i o  P l u s
c a m p a i g n ,  o u r  c l u b  h a s  r e a c h e d  a  r e c o r d - b r e a k i n g  $ 3 6 , 0 0 0 +  i n  P o l i o  P l u s
d o n a t i o n s .
F o u n d a t i o n  H e a l t h :  T h e  B l o o m i n g t o n  N o o n  R o t a r y  F o u n d a t i o n  e n j o y e d
a n  1 8 %  i n v e s t m e n t  r e t u r n ,  b r i n g i n g  i n  $ 7 6 , 0 0 0 + .
C l u b  G r o w t h  &  E n g a g e m e n t :  M e m b e r s h i p  g r e w  f r o m  4 6  t o  4 8  a c t i v e
m e m b e r s .  M e a n w h i l e ,  t h e  c l u b  k e p t  a c t i v e  w i t h  1 3  c o m p l e t e d  s e r v i c e
p r o j e c t s  a n d  1 3  s o c i a l  e v e n t s .
R o t a r y  M o n d a y s :  E m b r a c i n g  m o d e r n i z a t i o n ,  t h e  c l u b  t r i m m e d  m e e t i n g
l e n g t h s  b y  1 5  m i n u t e s  u s i n g  t h e  n e w  “ R o t a r y  M o n d a y s ”  f r a m e w o r k  t o
e n s u r e  p r e d i c t a b i l i t y  a n d  c o n s i s t e n c y  w i t h  m e e t i n g  t i m e s  a n d  w e e k l y
c o m m i t m e n t s .

L o c a l  a n d  G l o b a l  G r a n t  D i s t r i b u t i o n s
T h r o u g h  t h e  s t e w a r d s h i p  o f  K a r y n  A r a z i  a n d  K u r t  H a g e n ,  m o r e  t h a n
$ 7 5 , 0 0 0  i n  t o t a l  c h a r i t a b l e  g r a n t s  w e r e  d i s t r i b u t e d ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :

E r i c  M e l b y  a n d  J o h n  B o r n  a c c e p t e d  t h e  $ 5 0 , 0 0 0  c h e c k  f o r  B l o o m i n g t o n
M i d d l e  S c h o o l  S p o r t s .  5 5 6  k i d s  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  m i d d l e  s c h o o l  s p o r t s
l a s t  y e a r ,  a n d  3 7 %  o f  t h e m  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  f r e e  a n d  r e d u c e d  l u n c h .  
E r i c  H e r r  M a t t s o n ,  f r o m  A r t i s t r y ,  a n  a r t s  a f t e r  s c h o o l  p r o g r a m  a c c e p t e d
a  $ 2 , 0 0 0  g i f t  t o  b r i n g  m u s i c a l  t h e a t e r  t o  y o u t h ,  m a n y  p e r f o r m a n c e s  n o w
p r o v i d e  s e n s o r y - s e n s i t i v e  a u d i e n c e  m e m b e r s  w i t h  s e n s o r y  k i t s  a n d
v o l u m e  l e v e l s  a t t u n e d  t o  s e n s o r y  d i f f e r e n c e s .
E m i l y  G a g n o n  o f  S t u d y  B u d d i e s ,  a c c e p t e d  a  $ 2 , 0 0 0  g i f t  f o r  a n  a f t e r
s c h o o l  s t u d y  p r o g r a m  t h a t  s e r v e s  a b o u t  1 5 7  s t u d e n t s ,  a c r o s s  6  l o c a t i o n s
t h r o u g h  3 8  v o l u n t e e r s  g i v i n g  m o r e  t h a n  1 , 0 0 0  h o u r s  o f  t u t o r i n g  a n d
h o m e w o r k  h e l p .                                          C o n t i n u e d  o n  P a g e  3  R I B .

C o n t r i b u t e d  b y  E r i k a  R i v e r s

Bloomington Noon Rotary Celebrates a Milestone Year



 

S a r a h  T a n  f r o m  B l o o m i n g t o n  S y m p h o n y  O r c h e s t r a  a c c e p t e d  a  $ 1 , 0 0 0  g i f t  t o
s u p p o r t  s e n d i n g  m u s i c i a n s  i n t o  h i g h  s c h o o l  c l a s s r o o m s  t o  e l e v a t e  t h e  o r c h e s t r a  e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h
p r o f e s s i o n a l  i n s t r u m e n t a l i s t s .  T h e  f u n d s  w i l l  a l s o  s u p p o r t  s e n d i n g  m u s i c i a n s  t o  t h e  B l o o m i n g t o n
O r c h e s t r a  F e s t i v a l  
C o u r t n e y  P o y a ,  f r o m  C o r n e r s t o n e ,  a c c e p t e d  a  $ 1 , 5 0 0  g i f t  t o  s u p p o r t  e m e r g e n c y  s e r v i c e s
p r o g r a m m i n g  f o r  f a m i l i e s  i n  i m m i n e n t  d a n g e r  o f  v i o l e n c e .  T h e  f u n d s  s u p p o r t  a  2 4 / 7  c r i s i s  l i n e
a n d  3 5 - b e d  s h e l t e r ,  b o t h  o f  w h i c h  h e l p  c o n n e c t  t h o s e  i n  n e e d  w i t h  n e e d e d  r e s o u r c e s .  M o s t
C o r n e r s t o n e  f a m i l i e s  i n c l u d e  c h i l d r e n  w h o  a r e  u n d e r  a g e  1 8 .
T i f f a n y  S h e r m a k ,  f r o m  E d u c a t i o n  F o u n d a t i o n  o f  B l o o m i n g t o n ,  a c c e p t e d  a  $ 1 , 2 5 0  g i f t  f o r  t h e
S t u d e n t  S u c c e s s  S t i p e n d  P r o g r a m ,  w h i c h  a l l o w s  s t a f f  a n d  t e a c h e r s  t o  s u p p l e m e n t  s t u d e n t  n e e d s
t h a t  a r e n ’ t  c o v e r e d  b y  t h e  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t .  M o r e  t h a n  5 0 0  s t u d e n t s  a r e  s e r v e d  t h r o u g h  f i e l d  t r i p s ,
s c i e n t i f i c  c a l c u l a t o r s ,  a n d  o t h e r  c o m m u n i t y  e d u c a t i o n  n e e d s .
A b b y  M o r g a n ,  f r o m  M o u n t  O l i v e t  R o l l i n g  A c r e s ,  a c c e p t e d  a  g i f t  o f  $ 1 , 3 0 0  t o  s u p p o r t  m e n t a l
h e a l t h  s t a b i l i z a t i o n  s e r v i c e s  f o r  y o u t h  i n  n e e d  a t  a  r e s i d e n c e  h e r e  i n  B l o o m i n g t o n .  M u c h  o f  t h e
f u n d i n g  w i l l  g o  t o w a r d  s w i m m i n g  l e s s o n s ,  a n d  A b b y  d e s c r i b e d  t h i s  a s  a  g r a n t  t h a t  h e l p s  “ k i d s  b e
k i d s . ”
J a n e  F e n t o n  o f  t h e  N o r m a n d a l e  C o m m u n i t y  C o l l e g e  F o u n d a t i o n  a c c e p t e d  a  g i f t  o f  $ 3 , 0 0 0  f o r
t h e  A c a d e m y  o f  M a t h  &  S c i e n c e ,  w h i c h  n o w  h a s  s o  m a n y  g r a d u a t e s  t h a t  t h e  a c a d e m y  i s  s t a r t i n g
a n  a l u m n i  m e n t o r s h i p  p r o g r a m  f o r  t h e s e  c o h o r t s  o f  s t u d e n t s .
J a s m i n e  G r e e n  o f  O a s i s  f o r  Y o u t h  a c c e p t e d  a  $ 3 , 0 0 0  g i f t  t o  s u p p o r t  y o u t h  e x p e r i e n c i n g  h o u s i n g
i n s e c u r i t y .  T h i s  g i f t  s u p p o r t s  t h e  M o b i l e  O u t r e a c h  P r o g r a m ,  w h i c h  s e r v e s  9  a r e a  s c h o o l s  t h r o u g h
p o l i c e  d e p a r t m e n t s  b y  p r o v i d i n g  b a s i c  n e e d s  f o r  c h i l d r e n  i n  n e e d ,  i n c l u d i n g  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,
h o u s i n g  a n d  h y g i e n e .  
J e n n i f e r  H a r r i s o n  o f  V E A P  a c c e p t e d  a  $ 4 , 3 0 0  g i f t  t o  h e l p  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  r e d u c e  f o o d  i n s e c u r i t y
a n d  p r o v i d e  f o r  r e n t  r e l i e f  a n d  b a s i c  n e e d s  a s s i s t a n c e .  T h e  n e e d  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  g r e a t  t h i s  y e a r  a s
o u r  c o m m u n i t y  r e c o v e r s  f r o m  t h e  m e t r o  s u r g e  o v e r  t h e  w i n t e r .  

                                                                                                           C o n t i n u e d  o n  p a g e  4  R I B
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A w a r d  W i n n e r s  G r o u p  j o i n e d  b y  p r e s e n t e r s  K a r y n  A r a z i  a n d  K u r t  H a g e n .



Distinguished Guests 

Individual Laurels  

G l o b a l  I m p a c t  t h r o u g h  G r a n t s . . .
A b u l  S h a r a h  a c c e p t e d  a  $ 5 , 0 0 0  c h e c k  t o  c o n t i n u e  h i s  w o r k  w i t h  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  V i l l a g e  C l i n i c  i n  r u r a l
I n d i a .  T h e s e  d o l l a r s  w i l l  a i d  i n  t h e  d i s e a s e  p r e v e n t i o n  a n d  n u t r i t i o n  p r o g r a m s  f o r  c h i l d r e n  a g e s  b i r t h
t o  f i v e  i n  6 0  s m a l l  v i l l a g e s  t h a t  s u r r o u n d  t h e  c l i n i c .  

T h e  c l u b  a l s o  e x p a n d e d  i t s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  h o r i z o n s  w i t h  D i s t r i c t  a n d  G l o b a l  C o l l a b o r a t i o n  G r a n t s ,
d i r e c t l y  f u n d i n g  S T E M  t r a i n i n g  i n  I n d i a  t h r o u g h  S a n d h y a  G u p t a  a n d  A a v i s h k a a r  ( $ 3 , 0 0 0 ) ,  t e c h n o l o g y
l a b s  i n  K e n y a  ( $ 2 , 2 5 0 ) ,  s m a r t  c l a s s r o o m s  i n  S o u t h  A f r i c a  ( $ 1 , 0 0 0 ) ,  a n d  u n i v e r s i t y  c l a s s r o o m
c o n n e c t i o n s  i n  T a n z a n i a  ( $ 5 0 0 ) .
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A s s u r i n g  M i d d l e  S c h o o l  S p o r t s  w i l l
c o n t i n u e  i n  2 0 2 6 - 2 0 2 7 .  

T o  f o r m a l l y  c o m m e m o r a t e  t h e  o c c a s i o n ,  P a u l
N i e d e r b e r g e r  a n d  D e b  N e w m a n ,  m e m b e r s  o f
t h e  B l o o m i n g t o n  N o o n  F u n d r a i s i n g  C o m m i t t e e
p r e s e n t  a  g i a n t  c h e c k  t o  J o h n  B o r n ,  B e h a v i o r
I n t e r v e n t i o n i s t  -  O a k  G r o v e  M i d d l e  S c h o o l

a n d  E r i c  M e l b y e ,  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t ,
r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  B l o o m i n g t o n  P u b l i c  S c h o o l s .

W e  w e l c o m e d  b a c k  s o m e  R o t a r i a n s  w h o  a r e  n o t  a b l e  t o  a t t e n d  o f t e n :
D w a y n e  L o w m a n ,  M a h e n d r a  N a t h ,  a n d  T e r r y  S t i r e w a l t .
D a r i o  B i l a r d e l l o ,  G u e s t  o f  V a l e r i a  C a m b o n i  M i l l e r ,  F i n a n c i a l  A d v i s o r  a n d  R e s e a r c h  P r o f e s s o r  a t  t h e
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M i n n e s o t a ,  a n  I t a l i a n  B r i t i s h  c i t i z e n ,  I n t e r e s t e d  i n  j o i n i n g  o u r  R o t a r y  C l u b .
S a l a h  T a n ,  s o n  o f  S a r a  T a n ,  h e  i s  a  J u n i o r  a t  M i n n e t o n k a  H i g h  S c h o o l ,  h e  d r o v e  t h e m  h e r e  t o d a y .

P D G  D i a n n  K i r b y  a n d  C o  A r e a  3  A D G  D e b b i e  B e l f r y  p r e s e n t e d  T h e
R o t a r y  F o u n d a t i o n  r e c o g n i t i o n s .  D o z e n s  o f  m e m b e r s  w e r e  r e c o g n i z e d  a s
c u m u l a t i v e  P a u l  H a r r i s  F e l l o w s  a n d  S o c i e t y  M e m b e r s .  S i g n i f i c a n t
c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  t o  D a v e  D r u m m o n d ,  S a n d h y a  G u p t a ,  J i m  M o r t e n s o n ,
P a u l  N i e d e r b e r g e r ,  a n d  K a r e n  N o r d s t r o m ,  w h o  a l l  c a p p e d  o f f  t h e  y e a r
a t  a  + 8  g i v i n g  l e v e l !  P i c t u r e d :  D i a n n  K i r b y  a n d  D e b b i e  B e l f r y
c o n g r a t u l a t e  e a c h  o t h e r  o n  t h e i r  n e w  p i n  l e v e l s .  O u r  c l u b  h a s  2 3  P a u l
H a r r i s  S o c i e t y  m e m b e r s  p l e d g i n g  $ 1 , 0 0 0  a n n u a l l y .  

F i v e  c l u b  m e m b e r s  c o m m i t t e d  o n g o i n g  a n n u a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  t h e  P o l i o
P l u s  S o c i e t y :  D e b b i e  B e l f r y ,  D o n  S t i l e s ,  T e r r y  S t i e r w a l t ,  K a r y n
A r a z i ,  a n d  K u r t  H a g e n .  E a c h  r e c e i v e d  a  c e r t i f i c a t e  a n d  s p e c i a l  p i n .
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T h e  N e w  R o t a r i a n  o f  t h e  Y e a r  a w a r d  w a s  p r e s e n t e d  t o  M i k e  H e l m i c k .
T h i s  a w a r d  i s  g i v e n  t o  a  n e w  R o t a r i a n  ( l e s s  t h a n  1 8  m o n t h s )  w h o  h a s  a n
8 0 %  a t t e n d a n c e  r e c o r d  a n d  s e r v i c e  t o  c o m m u n i t y  p r o j e c t s  a n d  a  r o t a r y
c o m m i t t e e .  P i c t u r e d  u p p e r  r i g h t .

K u r t  H a g e n  a c c e p t e d  t h e  R o t a r i a n  o f  t h e  Y e a r  A w a r d  f o r  h i s  s e r v i c e  t o
B l o o m i n g t o n  N o o n  R o t a r y  C l u b  a s  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  i n  t h e  2 0 2 5 - 2 0 2 6  y e a r .
P i c t u r e d  L o w e r  r i g h t .
 
T h e  f i n a l e  o f  t h e  a s s e m b l y  m a r k e d  t h e  o f f i c i a l  o f f i c e r  t r a n s i t i o n .  K u r t
H a g e n  s t e p p e d  d o w n  a s  P r e s i d e n t ,  s y m b o l i c a l l y  p a s s i n g  t h e  t o r c h  t o
I n c o m i n g  P r e s i d e n t  V a l e r i a  C a m b o n i  M i l l e r .

L o o k i n g  A h e a d :  V a l e r i a  w i l l  g u i d e  t h e  c l u b  f o r w a r d  u n d e r  t h e  i n s p i r i n g
n e w  R o t a r y  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  t h e m e :  " U n i t e  f o r  G o o d ” .  A s  a  c l u b ,  o u r  g o a l s
f o r  2 0 2 6 - 2 0 2 7  w i l l  i n c l u d e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  

C o n t i n u e  o u r  c a m p a i g n  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  o f  $ 5 0 K  t o  B l o o m i n g t o n  M i d d l e  S c h o o l
S p o r t s
D i s t r i b u t e  a t  l e a s t  $ 2 5 , 0 0 0  i n  R o t a r y  g r a n t s
H o s t  o n e  s t u d e n t  o n  a  S h o r t - t e r m  E x c h a n g e
G r o w  t h e  c l u b  b y  a t  l e a s t  5  n e w  m e m b e r s
I d e n t i f y  a  s u s t a i n a b l e  o n g o i n g  f u n d r a i s i n g  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  p u r s u e
U p d a t e  o u r  b y l a w s

T h a n k  y o u  t o  a l l  t h e  o f f i c e r s ,  d i r e c t o r s ,  c o m m i t t e e  c h a i r s ,  a n d  m e m b e r s  w h o  m a d e
t h i s  y e a r  a n  u n f o r g e t t a b l e  s u c c e s s !  H e r e ’ s  t o  a n o t h e r  p h e n o m e n a l  y e a r  a h e a d .

Honoring our Members and Passing the Torch to Unite for Good

Rotarians Help out at Cornerstone 
O n  J u l y  6 ,  R o t a r i a n s  s p e n t  t h e i r  l u n c h  b r e a k  h e l p i n g  o u t  a t  C o r n e r s t o n e
r a k i n g  a n d  c l e a r i n g  w e e d s  a n d  o v e r g r o w n  f o l i a g e .  T h a n k  y o u  t o  t h e s e
R o t a r i a n s  f o r  h e l p i n g  o u t :  K u r t  H a g e n ,  S a r a  T a n ,  D e b b i e  B e l f r y ,  D a r i o
B i l a r d e l l o ,  J i m  C a s s e r l y ,  D a v e  S e n n e s s ,  J i m  M o r t e n s o n ,  a n d  L e e  M o s h e r .
E n j o y  o u r  p h o t o s .

t h
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Calendar of Events 

Upcoming Meetings-

Middle School Sports...2026-2027
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Black Denotes In Person Meeting (Most often Noon At the Hilton Hotel) 
Blue Denotes Club Service, Meet and Greet, Vocational Event or Holiday Party
Red Denotes No Meeting 
Green Denotes a planned Zoom Meeting 

J u l y  1 3 :  M o n d a y  “ A a v i s h k a a r  U p d a t e ”  R o t a r i a n  S a n d h y a  G u p t a
J u l y  2 0 :  M o n d a y  “ M e e t  a n d  G r e e t ”  5 : 0 0  P M  O l i v e  L o u n g e ,  
      H i l t o n  H o t e l ,  F r a n c e  a n d  H w y  4 9 4
J u l y  2 7 :  M o n d a y  “ D i s t r i c t  G o v e r n o r  L e i f  H a g e n ”
A u g  3 :  M o n d a y  “ C o m m u n i t y  S e r v i c e  a t  W i l d e r n e s s  I n q u i r y ”
       N o o n  t o  1 : 3 0 ,  M e a l  K i t  P r e p
A u g  1 0 :  M o n d a y  “ U p d a t e  o n  M i n n e s o t a  S t a t e  C o l l e g e  &
       U n i v e r s i t y  S y s t e m ”  C h a n c e l l o r  S c o t t  O l s o n
A u g  1 7 :  M o n d a y  “ M e e t  a n d  G r e e t ”  5 : 0 0  P M  O l i v e  L o u n g e ,
       H i l t o n  H o t e l ,  F r a n c e  a n d  H w y  4 9 4
A u g  2 4 :  M o n d a y  “ R o t a r i a n  Z a c h  W i l s o n ,  B l o o m i n g t o n  C i t y  M a n a g e r ”
       R o t a r y  R u s h  D a y ,  I n v i t e  a  G u e s t  t o  m e e t  t h e  n e w  C i t y  M a n a g e r
 

J u l y  1 3 :  M o n d a y  “ C l u b  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s  M e e t i n g ”  
       H i l t o n  B o a r d  R o o m ,  1 1 : 0 0  A M
J u l y  1 5 :  W e d n e s d a y  “ 1 9 t h  A n n u a l  A a v i s h k a a r  U S A  F u n d r a i s e r ”  
       6 : 3 0  -  9 : 0 0  P M  S a v e  t h e  D a t e
J u l y  2 7 :  M o n d a y  “ B l o o m i n g t o n  R o t a r y  C l u b  F o u n d a t i o n  B o a r d  o f
       D i r e c t o r s  M e e t i n g ”  1 1 : 0 0  H i l t o n
A u g  3 :  M o n d a y  “ C o m m u n i t y  S e r v i c e  a t  W i l d e r n e s s  I n q u i r y ”  
       N o o n  t o  1 : 3 0 ,  M e a l  K i t  P r e p
A u g  1 0 :  M o n d a y  “ C l u b  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s  M e e t i n g ”  H i l t o n
       B o a r d  R o o m ,  1 1 : 0 0  A M
A u g  3 1 :  M o n d a y  “ C o m m u n i t y  S e r v i c e  a t  C l o s e t  o f  H o p e ”  
       N o o n  t o  1 : 3 0  P M
S e p t  7 :  M o n d a y  “ N O  M E E T I N G ”  E n j o y  t h e  L a b o r  D a y  H o l i d a y  W e e k e n d
S e p t  1 4 :  M o n d a y  “ C l u b  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s  M e e t i n g ”  H i l t o n  B o a r d  R o o m ,
       1 1 : 0 0  A M
O c t  2 4 :  S a t u r d a y  “ W o r l d ’ s  L a r g e s t  W a l k  t o  E n d  P o l i o ”  a t  M O A  -  
       7 : 3 0  -  9 : 3 0  A M  S a v e  t h e  D a t e
 

T h e  F o u r - W a y  T e s t
1 .  I s  i t  t h e  T R U T H ?
2 .  I s  i t  F A I R  t o  a l l  

 c o n c e r n e d ?
3 .  W i l l  i t  b u i l d  

 G O O D W I L L  a n d  
 B E T T E R  

 F R I E N D S H I P S ?
4 .  W i l l  i t  b e  

 B E N E F I C I A L  t o
 a l l  c o n c e r n e d ?

 

R I B  E d i t o r :
K a r y n  A r a z i
B a c k u p  C o n t r i b u t o r s :
E r i k a  R i v e r s ,  E l d o n
S p e n c e r  w i t h  D e b b i e
B e l f r y ,  D o n  S t i l e s ,  a n d
B e c k y  A m b l e  o n  p h o t o s
 
A D D R E S S
B l o o m i n g t o n  N o o n  
R o t a r y
P . O .  B o x  2 0 3 0 0
B l o o m i n g t o n ,  M N
5 5 4 2 0
 

W e b  A d d r e s s e s :
B l o o m i n g t o n  N o o n  R o t a r y

w w w . b l o o m i n g t o n r o t a r y m n . o r g
R o t a r y  I n t e r n a t i o n a l

w w w . r o t a r y . o r g
R o t a r y  D i s t r i c t  5 9 5 0

w w w . r o t a r y 5 9 5 0 . o r g
F i n d  a  L o c a l  C l u b

C l u b  D i r e c t o r y  &  C o n t a c t s  |  D i s t r i c t
5 9 5 0  ( c l u b r u n n e r . c a )  

C l u b R u n n e r
h t t p s : / / p o r t a l . c l u b r u n n e r . c a / 3 5 3 7

“ L i k e ;  F o l l o w ;  J o i n ;  S h a r e ”  u s  o n
F a c e b o o k  a n d  J o i n  o u r  g r o u p  o n  T h e

R o t a r y  C l u b  o f  B l o o m i n g t o n  M N :
P o s t s  |  L i n k e d I n  .  A l s o  o n  I n s t a g r a m .

I n  a l l  c a s e s  t h e  s e a r c h  k e y w o r d  i s
“ R o t a r y  C l u b  o f  B l o o m i n g t o n  N o o n

M N ”
 

 D o n a t e  t h r o u g h  Z e f f y ,  s e e  Q R  c o d e .
O r ,  b y  i s s u i n g  a  c h e c k  t o  B l o o m i n g t o n
R o t a r y  C l u b  F o u n d a t i o n  a n d  m a i l i n g
t o  P . O . B o x  2 0 3 0 0 ,  B l o o m i n g t o n ,  M N

5 5 4 2 0 - 0 3 0 0 .  T h i s  i s  o u r  C l u b ’ s  o n g o i n g
2 0 2 6 - 2 0 2 7  f u n d r a i s e r .  
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	Rotary in Bloomington
	Bloomington Noon
	July 6,
	2026
	July 13 Preview: “Aavishkaar Update” Rotarian Sandhya Gupta
	Sandhya Gupta is a STEM education advocate and the founder of Aavishkaar, an organization dedicated to delivering high-quality STEM education to underserved communities throughout India and beyond and empowering educators to build communities of possibility and equality.
	With Aavishkaar, Sandhya aims to close gaps in academic achievement and help all children, especially girls, gain the skills and confidence they need to enjoy and pursue stable careers in STEM fields.
	Her degrees conferred include a master’s in public affairs from the Humphrey Institute at the University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, and a doctorate in electrical engineering from Iowa State University. She is a Ford Global Fellow 2025.

	July 20 Preview: “Meet and Greet”  Olive Lounge Hilton Hotel   Join Us at 5:00 PM
	Our next Meet and Greet meeting is Monday, July 20, 2026. We gather at 5:00 PM at the Hilton on France Avenue and Hwy 494 in the Olive Lounge just outside the Chop House Restaurant. We will continue these social evenings every third Monday throughout this rotary year. We encourage guests and always spouses are invited to join at these meetings. Please join us this month.
	There is no set charge for attending the meetings. We all order ala carte from the bar menu. Many of us make this our dinner evening out.  The company is great and you always learn something new about your Rotary friends! All are welcome!
	Year In Review: Shattering Records and Shorter Meetings
	Local and Global Grant Distributions
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	Award Winners Group joined by presenters Karyn Arazi and Kurt Hagen.
	Sarah Tan from Bloomington Symphony Orchestra accepted a $1,000 gift to                                                    support sending musicians into high school classrooms to elevate the orchestra experience with professional instrumentalists. The funds will also support sending musicians to the Bloomington Orchestra Festival
	Courtney Poya, from Cornerstone, accepted a $1,500 gift to support emergency services programming for families in imminent danger of violence. The funds support a 24/7 crisis line and 35-bed shelter, both of which help connect those in need with needed resources. Most Cornerstone families include children who are under age 18.
	Tiffany Shermak, from Education Foundation of Bloomington, accepted a $1,250 gift for the Student Success Stipend Program, which allows staff and teachers to supplement student needs that aren’t covered by the school district. More than 500 students are served through field trips, scientific calculators, and other community education needs.
	Abby Morgan, from Mount Olivet Rolling Acres, accepted a gift of $1,300 to support mental health stabilization services for youth in need at a residence here in Bloomington. Much of the funding will go toward swimming lessons, and Abby described this as a grant that helps “kids be kids.”
	Jane Fenton of the Normandale Community College Foundation accepted a gift of $3,000 for the Academy of Math & Science, which now has so many graduates that the academy is starting an alumni mentorship program for these cohorts of students.
	Jasmine Green of Oasis for Youth accepted a $3,000 gift to support youth experiencing housing insecurity. This gift supports the Mobile Outreach Program, which serves 9 area schools through police departments by providing basic needs for children in need, including transportation, housing and hygiene.
	Jennifer Harrison of VEAP accepted a $4,300 gift to help our community reduce food insecurity and provide for rent relief and basic needs assistance. The need is particularly great this year as our community recovers from the metro surge over the winter.
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