
Rotary in Bloomington 

B l o o m i n g t o n  N o o n J u l y  2 0 ,  2 0 2 6

July 27 Preview: “District Governor Leif Hagen” 

August 3 Preview: “Community Service at Wilderness Inquiry”  

 

N o o n  M e e t i n g s  S e c o n d  a n d
F o u r t h  M o n d a y s  a t  t h e

H i l t o n ,  F r a n c e  A v e  &  4 9 4
S o c i a l  E v e n t s  a n d

C l u b  S e r v i c e  -  S e e  C a l e n d a r
M e e t i n g  t i m e s  N o o n  t o  1 : 1 5

L e i f  H a g e n  h a s  h e l d  m u l t i p l e  l e a d e r s h i p  r o l e s
w i t h i n  R o t a r y ,  i n c l u d i n g  t w o  t e r m s  a s  P r e s i d e n t  o f
t h e  E a g a n  R o t a r y  C l u b  a n d  s e r v i n g  a s  t h e  t w o - y e a r
c h a r t e r  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  M N  P r i d e  R o t a r y  C l u b .  H e
i s  c u r r e n t l y  s e r v i n g  o n  t h e  D i s t r i c t  F o u n d a t i o n
g r a n t  c o m m i t t e e .  H e  i s  a  P a u l  H a r r i s  S o c i e t y
m e m b e r ,  a  M a j o r  D o n o r ,  a n d  h a s  a t t e n d e d  R o t a r y
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o n v e n t i o n s  i n  B i r m i n g h a m ,  N e w
O r l e a n s ,  B a n g k o k ,  a n d  H a m b u r g .  H e  w i l l  s e r v e  a s
R o t a r y  D i s t r i c t  5 9 5 0  G o v e r n o r  f o r  2 0 2 6 – 2 0 2 7 .

 

9 3 0  E a s t  8 0 t h  S t r e e t ,  B l o o m i n g t o n ,  M N  5 5 4 2 0
N o o n  t o  1 : 3 0 ,  F r e e  P a r k i n g  a v a i l a b l e

W e a r  c l o s e d  t o e  s h o e s  a n d  l o n g  h a i r  t i e d  u p .  
R o t a r y  C l u b  m e m b e r s  w i l l  b e  v i s i t i n g  l o c a l
n o n p r o f i t ,  W i l d e r n e s s  I n q u i r y ,  t o  p r e p a r e  m e a l  k i t s
f o r  s u m m e r / f a l l  2 0 2 6  a d v e n t u r e s  o n  A u g u s t  3 ,
1 2 : 0 0  -  1 : 3 0  p m .  I n  2 0 2 5 ,  W i l d e r n e s s  I n q u i r y
s e r v e d  a b o u t  3 0 , 0 0 0  n u t r i t i o u s  m e a l s  f o r
p a r t i c i p a n t s  a s  t h e y  f u l f i l l e d  t h e i r  m i s s i o n  t o
c o n n e c t  p e o p l e  o f  a l l  a g e s ,  b a c k g r o u n d s ,
i d e n t i t i e s ,  a n d  a b i l i t i e s  t h r o u g h  s h a r e d  o u t d o o r
a d v e n t u r e s  s o  t h a t  a l l  p e o p l e  c a n  e q u i t a b l y
e x p e r i e n c e  t h e  b e n e f i t s  o f  t i m e  s p e n t  i n  n a t u r e .  

M i s s i o n
T h e  B l o o m i n g t o n  N o o n  R o t a r y
C l u b  u n i t e s  l e a d e r s  t o  i m p r o v e
o u r  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  t h e  w o r l d
t h r o u g h  s e r v i c e  a n d
p h i l a n t h r o p y .
 
2 0 2 6 - 2 0 2 7  O f f i c e r s :
P r e s i d e n t :
V a l e r i a  C a m b o n i  M i l l e r
v a l e r i a @ c a m b o n i m i l l e r l a w . c o m
 
B o a r d  M e e t i n g s  -  M o n t h l y
 S e c o n d  M o n d a y s ,  1 1 : 0 0  A M ,
H i l t o n  B o a r d  R o o m  
P r e s i d e n t  E l e c t :
 J a n e  F e n t o n
V i c e  P r e s i d e n t :
 
T r e a s u r e r :
 
S e r g e a n t  a t  A r m s :
 L o r i  R e b e r s
P r o g r a m  C h a i r :
 S a r a  K l e i n s a s s e r  T a n
P a s t  P r e s i d e n t :
 K u r t  H a g e n
D i s t r i c t  G o v e r n o r :
 L e i f  H a g e n
E x e c u t i v e  S e c r e t a r y :
 K a t h y  K o e h l e r
 9 5 2 - 2 5 0 - 0 4 7 6
 k k o e h l e r 5 3 @ f r o n t i e r n e t . n e t
 
D i r e c t o r s :  A d a m  J o h n s t o n ,  J i m
M o r t e n s o n ,  L o r i  R e b e r s ,  D a v i d
D r u m m o n d ,  L e e  M o s h e r ,  P a u l
N i e d e r b e r g e r ,  A b u l  S h a r a h

M a i l i n g  A d d r e s s :  P . O .  B o x  2 0 3 0 0
B l o o m i n g t o n ,  M N  U S A  5 5 4 2 0
 

L e i f  g r e w  u p  i n  S t e v e n s  P o i n t  a n d  g r a d u a t e d  f r o m  S t .  O l a f  C o l l e g e  i n  1 9 8 8
w i t h  a  B A  i n  G e r m a n  a n d  F r e n c h .  H i s  e a r l y  c a r e e r  i n c l u d e d  t e a c h i n g
l a n g u a g e s  i n  Z u g ,  S w i t z e r l a n d ,  a n d  h i g h  s c h o o l  E n g l i s h  i n  G e r o ,  J a p a n .  I n
1 9 9 2 ,  h e  e n t e r e d  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  s e r v i c e s  f i e l d  a n d  n o w  o w n s  A c h i e v e m e n t
F i n a n c i a l  i n  E a g a n ,  M i n n e s o t a .  L e i f  l i v e s  i n  E a g a n  w i t h  h i s  p a r t n e r ,  V a l d i r
O l i v e i r a ,  a n d  h a s  t h r e e  d a u g h t e r s  —  K a j s a ,  S v e a ,  a n d  B r i t t a .  H e  e n j o y s
f o r e i g n  l a n g u a g e s ,  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t r a v e l ,  c o l l e c t i n g  a r t ,  a n d  a t t e n d i n g  a r t
s h o w s .



S h e  w a s  s t i l l  l o o k i n g  f o r  h e r  r e a l  c a l l i n g .  S h e  m o v e d  t o  I n d i a  a n d  b e g a n  a
p o l i c y  i n s t i t u t e  i n  h e r  h o m e  p r o v i n c e .  B y  2 0 1 6 ,  s h e  f i n a l l y  d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t
m a t h  a n d  s c i e n c e  e d u c a t i o n  w a s  w h e r e  s h e  c o u l d  m a k e  t h e  g r e a t e s t  i m p a c t .
S h e  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  p o v e r t y  d i d  n o t  m e a n  y o u  w e r e  l i m i t e d  t o  a  p o o r
e d u c a t i o n .  S h e  d e v e l o p e d  t e a c h i n g  t e c h n i q u e s  t h a t  m a d e  S T E M  e d u c a t i o n
f u n ,  e x c i t i n g ,  a n d  p r a c t i c a l .  T h e n ,  d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  b y  w o r k i n g  w i t h  t e a c h e r s
a n d  e m p o w e r i n g  t h e m  t o  t e a c h  o t h e r  t e a c h e r s ,  s h e  c o u l d  r e a c h  m a n y  m o r e
s t u d e n t s ,  h o p e f u l l y  l i f t i n g  u p  a  w h o l e  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  y o u n g  w o m e n  t o  b e  t h e
d r i v e r s  o f  t h e i r  o w n  c a r e e r s  a n d  b e c o m e  d e c i s i o n  m a k e r s  i n  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s . . . a
s i g n i f i c a n t  c u l t u r a l  c h a n g e  f o r  t h e s e  y o u n g  w o m e n .  
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Recent Meetings... J u l y  B i r t h d a y s
2 7   M i k e  H e l m i c k

J u l y  A n n i v e r s a r i e s
N o  J u l y  A n n i v e r s a r i e s

A u g u s t  B i r t h d a y s
1 2   J i m  M o r t e n s o n
1 7   D a v i d  S e n n e s s
1 8   L a u r a  S c h u l t z
2 4   K a t h y  K o e h l e r
2 5   A n d r e w  H u s s

A u g u s t  A n n i v e r s a r i e s
0 1   M i k e  H e l m i c k  3 2  y r s
1 7   D i a n n  K i r b y   2 7  y r s
1 9   L o r i  R e b e r s   7  y r s
2 2   E r i c  D a l l m a n n   3  y r s
2 9   J i m  W a l d v o g e l  1 0  y r s

R e c e n t  P r o g r a m
R e c o r d i n g s . . .
0 1 / 2 6 / 2 0 2 6  “ B u s  S t o p
M a m a s ”  -
h t t p s : / / y o u t u . b e / u _ G A f l W
G T 2 M
0 2 / 0 9 / 2 0 2 6  “ G r e a t e r  T w i n
C i t i e s  Y o u t h  S y m p h o n y ”  -
h t t p s : / / y o u t u . b e / z T V F b _ a 3
Y y s
0 2 / 2 3 / 2 0 2 6  “ M i d d l e  S c h o o l
S p o r t s ”  -
h t t p s : / / y o u t u . b e / Y W s 3 E r P
2 G 7 M
0 3 / 2 3 / 2 0 2 6  -  “ H o w  t o
M a k e  a  B r o n z e  S t a t u e ”  -
h t t p s : / / y o u t u . b e / u 3 P P l 9 _ B
f B E  
0 4 / 1 3 / 2 0 2 6  -  “ E n d u r a n c e
L e a d e r s h i p  w i t h  T o n y
L o y d ”  -
h t t p s : / / y o u t u . b e / 0 L A u T v D
9 B O Y  
 
T h e s e  a n d  o t h e r  R o t a r y
p r o g r a m s  a r e  a l s o
a v a i l a b l e  t o  s t r e a m  o n  t h e
c i t y  w e b s i t e  h e r e :
h t t p s : / / r e f l e c t -
b c i t . c a b l e c a s t . t v / C a b l e c a s
t P u b l i c S i t e / s e a r c h ?
c h a n n e l = 2 & q u e r y = r o t a r y
 

Aavishkaar Expanding Throughout India

S h e  p a r t n e r e d  w i t h  o v e r  1 0 0
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a n d  h a s  n o w
e x p a n d e d  t h e s e  e f f o r t s  i n t o  e a c h  o f
t h e  p r o v i n c e s  t h r o u g h o u t  I n d i a .
T o d a y  s t u d e n t s  a t t e n d  t h e i r  p r o g r a m
l e a r n i n g  n e w  t e c h n i q u e s  f o r  t h e
f i r s t  y e a r ,  p r a c t i c e  t e a c h i n g  f o r  t w o
y e a r s  a n d  t h e n  m o v e  o u t  i n t o  t h e  

A s  a  B l o o m i n g t o n  N o o n  R o t a r i a n  m a n y  y e a r s
a g o ,  S a n d h y a  G u p t a  w a n t e d  t o  m a k e  a
d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  l i v e s  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  i n  h e r
h o m e  c o m m u n i t y .  S h e  b e g a n  w i t h  a  s i m p l e
e f f o r t  t o  e x p a n d  t h e  l i b r a r y  i n  a  g i r l ’ s  h o s t e l ,
N a r i  G u n j u n .  E a c h  y e a r  s h e  a d d e d  t o  w h a t  s h e
d i d  t o  h e l p  t h e s e  D a l i t  g i r l s  b e c o m e  m o r e
e m p o w e r e d .  C l e a n  w a t e r ,  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  a n d
l e a r n i n g  s p o r t s  a d d e d  t o  t h e i r  e x p e r i e n c e s .  

c o m m u n i t y  t o  s h a r e  t e c h n i q u e s  w i t h  o t h e r  t e a c h e r s :  m o v i n g  a w a y  f r o m  r o t e
m e m o r i z a t i o n  t o  p r a c t i c a l  a p p l i c a t i o n  a n d  e x p e r i e n t i a l  l e a r n i n g .  F i v e  g r o u p s
h a v e  n o w  g r a d u a t e d  t h e  p r o g r a m  ( 6 0  w o m e n )  i m p a c t i n g  3 3 , 0 0 0  e d u c a t o r s
a c r o s s  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  a n d  4 0 0 , 0 0 0  s t u d e n t s ,  c r e a t i n g  c h a n g e  i n  c l a s s r o o m s
t h r o u g h o u t  I n d i a .  

P a s t  D G  D i a n n  K i r b y  a n d  C o - A s s i s t a n t  D i s t r i c t
G o v e r n o r  D e b b i e  B e l f r y  p r e s e n t e d  a  s p e c i a l  p i n  a n d
a w a r d  t o  S a n d h y a  h o n o r i n g  S a n d h y a  G u p t a  a n d
S a r i t  S h a r m a  a s  n e w  M a j o r  D o n o r s  t o  T h e  R o t a r y
F o u n d a t i o n .  S a n d h y a  a n d  S a r i t  l i v e  i n  P a l a m p u r ,
I n d i a .  S a r i t  i s  a  m e m b e r  o f  h i s  h o m e  R o t a r y  c l u b
t h e r e .  

Paul Harris Major Donor Honor

R e c e n t  M e e t i n g s  C o n t i n u e d  o n  P a g e  4  R I B



 

O n  W e d n e s d a y ,  J u l y  1 5 ,
s u p p o r t e r s  o f  A a v i s h k a a r
g a t h e r e d  f o r  t h e i r  1 9  a n n u a l
f u n d r a i s e r  a t  B a y  L e a f  I n d i a n
C u i s i n e .

t h

t h

E n j o y  p h o t o s  f r o m  t h e  e v e n i n g .  I f
y o u  w a n t  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  w o r k
t h a t  S a n d h y a  G u p t a  i s  d o i n g
t h r o u g h o u t  I n d i a ,  a  d o n a t i o n  c a n
b e  m a i l e d  t o  A a v i s h k a a r
U S A , 1 3 5 0  R o s e m a r y  C o u r t ,
H a s t i n g s ,  M N  5 5 0 3 3 ,  o r  b y  c r e d i t
c a r d  a t
h t t p s : / / b i t . l y / D o n a t e A a v i s h k a a r U
S A 2 6 .
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19th Annual Aavishkaar USA Fundraiser a Success

D a r i o  B i l a r d e l l o ,  G u e s t  o f  V a l e r i a  C a m b o n i  M i l l e r ,  F i n a n c i a l  A d v i s o r  a n d  R e s e a r c h  P r o f e s s o r  a t  t h e
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M i n n e s o t a ,  a n  I t a l i a n  B r i t i s h  c i t i z e n ,  I n t e r e s t e d  i n  j o i n i n g  o u r  R o t a r y  C l u b .
D a n  K l e m e n t ,  R e t i r e d  P a s t o r ,  4 8  Y e a r  R o t a r i a n  a n d  P a u l  H a r r i s  M a j o r  D o n o r  t o  T h e  R o t a r y  F o u n d a t i o n ,
m o v e d  b a c k  t o  M N  f r o m  N e w  J e r s e y .
A l l i n a  W i l s o n ,  W o r k s  a t  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  w a s  a  Y o u t h  E x c h a n g e  S t u d e n t  i n  A u s t r a l i a ,  2 0 1 0 - 2 0 1 1 ,  f r o m
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  F a l l s .
S e v e r a l  s p o u s e s  a n d  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  o t h e r  a t t e n d e d  o u r  r e c e n t  M e e t  a n d  G r e e t :  J o y  M o r t e n s o n ,  M i k e
A r a z i ,  B u d  N o r d s t r o m ,  B e t s y  L e e ,  a n d  J e f f  K n i g h t .

Distinguished Guests 

V a l e r i a  C a m b o n i  M i l l e r  r e c e n t l y  r e t u r n e d  f r o m  h e r  f i r s t  R o t a r y  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o n v e n t i o n .  I t  w a s  i n
T a i w a n  a n d  h o s t e d  3 7 , 0 0 0  R o t a r i a n s  f r o m  a l l  o v e r  t h e  w o r l d .  S h e  i n v i t e d  m e m b e r s  o f  o u r  c l u b  t o
c o n s i d e r  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  2 0 2 6 - 2 7  R o t a r y  C o n v e n t i o n  i n  B a r c e l o n a  n e x t  y e a r !  A n d ,  b e  t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  t h e
T w i n  C i t i e s  R I  C o n v e n t i o n  i n  2 0 2 7 - 2 8 .
M i k e  H e l m i c k  r e m i n d e d  e v e r y o n e  t o  s i g n  u p  f o r  I n v o c a t i o n / P l e d g e / 4  W a y  T e s t  o n  t h e  s i g n - u p  s h e e t s
t h a t  a r e  a t  y o u r  t a b l e  e a c h  w e e k .  H e  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  f i l l  o u t  t h e  2 0 2 6  c a l e n d a r  y e a r .

Announcements



Recent Loss of a Great Rotarian
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V a l e r i a  C a m b o n i  M i l l e r  w a s  h a p p y  t o  s t a r t  h e r  f i r s t  m e e t i n g  o f  h e r  R o t a r y  P r e s i d e n c y .  H e r  s o n  i s  o n  a
m o t o r c y c l e  t r i p  t o  W y o m i n g .  S h e  a l s o  m e n t i o n e d  h e r  f r i e n d  w h o  i s  r a i s i n g  f u n d s  t o  s e n d  c a r e  p a c k a g e s
t o  U S  s o l d i e r s .  M i k e  H e l m i c k ’ s  g r a n d s o n ,  w h o  i s  a  t h e a t e r  a r t s  s t u d e n t  a t  E m e r s o n  C o l l e g e  i n  B o s t o n ,
w a s  p e r f o r m i n g  a t  t h e  S t  L o u i s  P a r k  A m p h i t h e a t e r .  H e  h a s  b e e n  p e r f o r m i n g  i n  S h a k e s p e a r ’ s  T e m p e s t .
S a n d h y a  G u p t a  i s  h a p p y  t o  b e  “ h o m e ”  a n d  i s  l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  t o  h e r  d i n n e r  f u n d r a i s e r  t h i s  w e e k .

B o b  E r i c k s o n  s h a r e d  t h a t  D a v e  D r u m m o n d ’ s  b r o t h e r  p a s s e d  a w a y  r e c e n t l y .  D a v e  a n d  J o y ,  y o u  w i l l  b e
i n  o u r  p r a y e r s .  B e c k y  A m b l e  h a d  a  b a d  v i r u s  f o r  a b o u t  1 0  d a y s  a n d  i s  n o w  f e e l i n g  m u c h  b e t t e r !  J a n e
F e n t o n  h o n o r e d  o u r  n e w  P r e s i d e n t  V a l e r i a  C a m b o n i  M i l l e r .  A n d ,  D e b b i e  B e l f r y  a d d e d  S a n d h y a
G u p t a ,  a n d  o u r  t w o  g u e s t s  t o  t h e  l i s t  o f  h o n o r e e s .  D a n  K l e m e n t ,  o u r  g u e s t ,  w a s  h a p p y  t o  c o n n e c t
a g a i n  w i t h  a  R o t a r y  C l u b .  W e  h o p e  t o  s e e  y o u  a g a i n  s o o n ,  D a n .

W e  a r e  s a d  t o  s h a r e  t h a t  L e e  S u n d e t  ( L e l a n d )  p a s s e d  a w a y  o n  J u l y  1 6 t h  a t  t h e
a g e  o f  9 8 .  L e e  j o i n e d  B l o o m i n g t o n  R o t a r y  i n  o u r  e a r l y  y e a r s ,  s e r v e d  a s  P r e s i d e n t
a n d  w a s  v e r y  a c t i v e  h e l p i n g  t o  s t a r t  o u r  m a j o r  f u n d r a i s e r ,  t h e  H a r o l d  L a r s o n
P a r t y ,  i n  1 9 6 6 .  H e  w a s  a w a r d e d  t h e  H a r o l d  L a r s o n  D i s t i n g u i s h e d  S e r v i c e  A w a r d .
L e e  l e f t  o u r  c l u b  f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  t h e n  r e t u r n e d  i n  2 0 0 6  a s  a n  H o n o r a r y
M e m b e r .  L e e  i s  a  P a u l  H a r r i s  M a j o r  D o n o r  t o  T h e  R o t a r y  F o u n d a t i o n .  

S e v e r a l  m e m b e r s  s h a r e d  m e m o r i e s :  K a r e n  N o r d s t r o m  r e m e m b e r e d  L e e  a s  a
f e l l o w  N o r w e g i a n .  L a r r y  L e e  r e m e m b e r e d  L e e  d o n a t i n g  a  b a t t e r y  c h a r g e r  f r o m
h i s  c o m p a n y ,  C e n t u r y  M a n u f a c t u r i n g ,  e v e r y  y e a r  f o r  t h e  H a r o l d  L a r s o n  S i l e n t
A u c t i o n  ( H L P ) .  D i c k  Y o u n g  r e m e m b e r e d  t h e  l o b s t e r  p a r t i e s  a t  L e e ’ s  h o m e  a n d
t h e  c a r  t h a t  w a s  a u c t i o n e d  o f f  a t  t h e  v e r y  f i r s t  H L P .   J i m  M o r t e n s o n  s h a r e d  t h a t
L e e  m o r e  r e c e n t l y  l i v e d  a t  F l a g s t o n e  h e r e  i n  t h e  T w i n  C i t i e s  a n d  w a s  a l w a y s
p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  w i t h  a  s m i l e !  

Recent Meetings Continued... Rotarians Gather for July Meet and Greet

W e  h o s t e d  s e v e n t e e n
a t t e n d e e s  w i t h  5
g u e s t s .  C o n t i n u i n g  t h i s
y e a r ,  o n e  m e e t i n g  e a c h
m o n t h  w i l l  b e  d e v o t e d
t o  a  s o c i a l  M e e t  a n d
G r e e t .  J o i n  u s  o n
A u g u s t  1 7  f o r  o u r  n e x t
g a t h e r i n g  a t  t h e  O l i v e
L o u n g e  i n  t h e  H i l t o n
H o t e l .  

t h

Happy Bucks
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Calendar of Events 

Upcoming Meetings-

Middle School Sports...2026-2027

 

 R o t a r y  i n  B l o o m i n g t o n  

Black Denotes In Person Meeting (Most often Noon At the Hilton Hotel) 
Blue Denotes Club Service, Meet and Greet, Vocational Event or Holiday Party
Red Denotes No Meeting 
Green Denotes a planned Zoom Meeting 

J u l y  2 7 :  M o n d a y  “ D i s t r i c t  G o v e r n o r  L e i f  H a g e n ”
A u g  3 :  M o n d a y  “ C o m m u n i t y  S e r v i c e  a t  W i l d e r n e s s  I n q u i r y ”
       N o o n  t o  1 : 3 0 ,  M e a l  K i t  P r e p
A u g  1 0 :  M o n d a y  “ U p d a t e  o n  M i n n e s o t a  S t a t e  C o l l e g e  &  U n i v e r s i t y
       S y s t e m ”  C h a n c e l l o r  S c o t t  O l s o n  a n d  P r e s i d e n t  D r .  P a k o u  Y a n g
A u g  1 7 :  M o n d a y  “ M e e t  a n d  G r e e t ”  5 : 0 0  P M  O l i v e  L o u n g e ,
       H i l t o n  H o t e l ,  F r a n c e  a n d  H w y  4 9 4
A u g  2 4 :  M o n d a y  “ R o t a r i a n  Z a c h  W i l s o n ,  B l o o m i n g t o n  C i t y  M a n a g e r ”
       R o t a r y  R u s h  D a y ,  I n v i t e  a  G u e s t  t o  m e e t  t h e  n e w  C i t y  M a n a g e r
S e p t  7 :  N O  M E E T I N G  -  E n j o y  t h e  L a b o r  D a y  H o l i d a y
S e p t  1 4 :  M o n d a y  “ T o  B e  D e t e r m i n e d ”
S e p t  2 1 :  M o n d a y  “ “ M e e t  a n d  G r e e t ”  5 : 0 0  P M  O l i v e  L o u n g e , H i l t o n  H o t e l

J u l y  2 7 :  M o n d a y  “ B l o o m i n g t o n  R o t a r y  C l u b  F o u n d a t i o n  B o a r d  o f
       D i r e c t o r s  M e e t i n g ”  1 1 : 0 0  A M  H i l t o n
J u l y  2 8 :  T u e s d a y  “ D i s t r i c t  G o v e r n o r  A r t  P o p  U p ”  S t  J o h n ’ s  B i b l e  G a l l e r y ,
       4 : 0 0  t o  6 : 0 0  P M ,  S t .  J o h n ’ s  U n i v e r s i t y ,  C o l l e g e v i l l e ,  M N
A u g  3 :  M o n d a y  “ C o m m u n i t y  S e r v i c e  a t  W i l d e r n e s s  I n q u i r y ”  
       N o o n  t o  1 : 3 0 ,  M e a l  K i t  P r e p
A u g  1 0 :  M o n d a y  “ C l u b  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s  M e e t i n g ”  H i l t o n  B o a r d  R o o m ,
       1 1 : 0 0  A M
A u g  2 0 :  T h u r s d a y  “ T a s t e  o f  L a k e v i l l e ”  I n f o :  h t t p s : / / t a s t e o f l a k e v i l l e . o r g /
A u g  3 1 :  M o n d a y  “ C o m m u n i t y  S e r v i c e  a t  C l o s e t  o f  H o p e ”  N o o n  t o  1 : 3 0  P M
S e p t  7 :  M o n d a y  “ N O  M E E T I N G ”  E n j o y  t h e  L a b o r  D a y  H o l i d a y  W e e k e n d
S e p t  1 4 :  M o n d a y  “ C l u b  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s  M e e t i n g ”  H i l t o n
       B o a r d  R o o m , 1 1 : 0 0  A M
O c t  2 4 :  S a t u r d a y  “ W o r l d ’ s  L a r g e s t  W a l k  t o  E n d  P o l i o ”  a t  M O A  -  
       7 : 3 0  -  9 : 3 0  A M  S a v e  t h e  D a t e
O c t  2 6 :  M o n d a y  “ B l o o m i n g t o n  R o t a r y  C l u b  F o u n d a t i o n  B o a r d  o f
       D i r e c t o r s  M e e t i n g ”  1 1 : 0 0  A M  H i l t o n

T h e  F o u r - W a y  T e s t
1 .  I s  i t  t h e  T R U T H ?
2 .  I s  i t  F A I R  t o  a l l  

 c o n c e r n e d ?
3 .  W i l l  i t  b u i l d  

 G O O D W I L L  a n d  
 B E T T E R  

 F R I E N D S H I P S ?
4 .  W i l l  i t  b e  

 B E N E F I C I A L  t o
 a l l  c o n c e r n e d ?

 

R I B  E d i t o r :
K a r y n  A r a z i

B a c k u p  C o n t r i b u t o r s :
E r i k a  R i v e r s ,  E l d o n

S p e n c e r  w i t h  D e b b i e
B e l f r y ,  D o n  S t i l e s ,

a n d  B e c k y  A m b l e  o n
p h o t o s

 
A D D R E S S

B l o o m i n g t o n  N o o n  
R o t a r y

P . O .  B o x  2 0 3 0 0
B l o o m i n g t o n ,  M N

5 5 4 2 0
 

W e b  A d d r e s s e s :
B l o o m i n g t o n  N o o n  R o t a r y

w w w . b l o o m i n g t o n r o t a r y m n . o r g
R o t a r y  I n t e r n a t i o n a l

w w w . r o t a r y . o r g
R o t a r y  D i s t r i c t  5 9 5 0

w w w . r o t a r y 5 9 5 0 . o r g
F i n d  a  L o c a l  C l u b

C l u b  D i r e c t o r y  &  C o n t a c t s  |  D i s t r i c t
5 9 5 0  ( c l u b r u n n e r . c a )  

C l u b R u n n e r
h t t p s : / / p o r t a l . c l u b r u n n e r . c a / 3 5 3 7

“ L i k e ;  F o l l o w ;  J o i n ;  S h a r e ”  u s  o n
F a c e b o o k  a n d  J o i n  o u r  g r o u p  o n  T h e

R o t a r y  C l u b  o f  B l o o m i n g t o n  M N :
P o s t s  |  L i n k e d I n  .  A l s o  o n  I n s t a g r a m .

I n  a l l  c a s e s  t h e  s e a r c h  k e y w o r d  i s
“ R o t a r y  C l u b  o f  B l o o m i n g t o n  N o o n

M N ”
 

 D o n a t e  t h r o u g h  Z e f f y ,  s e e  Q R  c o d e .
O r ,  b y  i s s u i n g  a  c h e c k  t o  B l o o m i n g t o n
R o t a r y  C l u b  F o u n d a t i o n  a n d  m a i l i n g
t o  P . O . B o x  2 0 3 0 0 ,  B l o o m i n g t o n ,  M N

5 5 4 2 0 - 0 3 0 0 .  T h i s  i s  o u r  C l u b ’ s  o n g o i n g
2 0 2 6 - 2 0 2 7  f u n d r a i s e r .  



This is our proposed
calendar of

meetings for our
2026-2027 Rotary

Year. 
Keep this page with

your calendar. 
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	Rotary in Bloomington
	Bloomington Noon
	July 20,
	2026
	July 27 Preview: “District Governor Leif Hagen”
	Leif Hagen has held multiple leadership roles within Rotary, including two terms as President of the Eagan Rotary Club and serving as the two-year charter president of the MN Pride Rotary Club. He is currently serving on the District Foundation grant committee. He is a Paul Harris Society member, a Major Donor, and has attended Rotary International conventions in Birmingham, New Orleans, Bangkok, and Hamburg. He will serve as Rotary District 5950 Governor for 2026–2027.
	Leif grew up in Stevens Point and graduated from St. Olaf College in 1988 with a BA in German and French. His early career included teaching languages in Zug, Switzerland, and high school English in Gero, Japan. In 1992, he entered the financial services field and now owns Achievement Financial in Eagan, Minnesota. Leif lives in Eagan with his partner, Valdir Oliveira, and has three daughters — Kajsa, Svea, and Britta. He enjoys foreign languages, international travel, collecting art, and attending art shows.

	August 3 Preview: “Community Service at Wilderness Inquiry”
	930 East 80th Street, Bloomington, MN 55420 Noon to 1:30, Free Parking available Wear closed toe shoes and long hair tied up.  Rotary Club members will be visiting local nonprofit, Wilderness Inquiry, to prepare meal kits for summer/fall 2026 adventures on August 3, 12:00 - 1:30 pm. In 2025, Wilderness Inquiry served about 30,000 nutritious meals for participants as they fulfilled their mission to connect people of all ages, backgrounds, identities, and abilities through shared outdoor adventures so that all people can equitably experience the benefits of time spent in nature.

	Rotary
	in Bloomington

	Recent Meetings...
	Aavishkaar Expanding Throughout India
	As a Bloomington Noon Rotarian many years ago, Sandhya Gupta wanted to make a difference in the lives of the people in her home community. She began with a simple effort to expand the library in a girl’s hostel, Nari Gunjun. Each year she added to what she did to help these Dalit girls become more empowered. Clean water, transportation, and learning sports added to their experiences.
	She was still looking for her real calling. She moved to India and began a policy institute in her home province. By 2016, she finally discovered that math and science education was where she could make the greatest impact. She believed that poverty did not mean you were limited to a poor education. She developed teaching techniques that made STEM education fun, exciting, and practical. Then, discovered that by working with teachers and empowering them to teach other teachers, she could reach many more students, hopefully lifting up a whole generation of young women to be the drivers of their own careers and become decision makers in their families...a significant cultural change for these young women.
	She partnered with over 100 organizations and has now expanded these efforts into each of the provinces throughout India. Today students attend their program learning new techniques for the first year, practice teaching for two years and then move out into the
	community to share techniques with other teachers: moving away from rote memorization to practical application and experiential learning. Five groups have now graduated the program (60 women) impacting 33,000 educators across the country, and 400,000 students, creating change in classrooms throughout India.

	Paul Harris Major Donor Honor
	Past DG Diann Kirby and Co-Assistant District Governor Debbie Belfry presented a special pin and award to Sandhya honoring Sandhya Gupta and Sarit Sharma as new Major Donors to The Rotary Foundation. Sandhya and Sarit live in Palampur, India. Sarit is a member of his home Rotary club there.
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	Distinguished Guests
	Announcements
	19th Annual Aavishkaar USA Fundraiser a Success
	Rotary
	in Bloomington
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	Recent Meetings Continued... Rotarians Gather for July Meet and Greet
	Happy Bucks
	Recent Loss of a Great Rotarian
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