
 

Mark Fuhrmann has served as deputy general manager of 
Metro Transit since 2004. In this capacity, Mark serves as pro-
gram director for New Starts rail projects. The two active New 
Starts projects in the region are the $957 million, now under 
construction Central Corridor light-rail project, connecting 
downtown St. Paul with downtown Minneapolis via the State 
Capitol and University of Minnesota. Second is the $1.25 bil-
lion Southwest light rail project connecting four southwest sub-

urbs to downtown Minneapolis and the Central Corridor and Hiawatha LRT line, re-
cently approved by FTA to begin Preliminary Engineering. Southwest LRT is the eighth 
New Start project Mark has worked on with a track record of delivering projects on 
schedule and on budget.  
 

Fuhrmann has more than 20 years of 
public transit management experience, 
including his tenure as chief of staff of 
the Hiawatha LRT Project, Northstar 
Commuter Rail project director and also 
Metro Transit’s director of finance. Prior to joining Metro Transit, he worked in Washing-
ton D.C. on the Metrorail system. 

January 23 Program 
òCommuter Rail Progress Reportó  Speaker: Mark Fuhrmann 
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Weekly Meetings 
12:00 Noon 
Mondays 
Airport Hilton 
 
 Mission 

An organization of leaders working 

together to make a difference in our 

community and the world. 

  
2011-2012 Officers: 

President: 

  Terry Stirewalt 

  612-798-7126 - work 

  763-550-1760 - home 

  terrys@rbcu.org   

Board Meetings: 

   Third Mondays 

President Elect: 

    

Vice President & Program Chair: 

   Jim Casserly 

Secretary-Treasurer: 

   Brett McMahon 

Sergeant at Arms: 

Chris Guarnera 

Past President: 

   LuAnn Paulet 

District Governor: 

   Chuck Berg 
 

Exec Secretary: 

   Kathy Koehler 

   952-223-2309 

kkoehler53@frontiernet.net 

Directors:  Mark Bosch, Brian 

Emerson, Pady Regnier, Don Pe-

terson, Mark Thorson, Maureen 

Scallen Failor, Andrea Specht, 

Phyllis Karasov, Bob Erickson  

January 16 Program 

òOasis for Youthó  Speaker: Leslie Stiles with Monica 

Williams and Marilynn Donoho 

Oasis for Youth is a local non-profit organization providing homeless and precariously 
housed youth and young adults in the south Hennepin suburbs of Bloomington, Edina 
and Richfield with referrals to housing and social services. Oasis for Youth was 
founded in the summer of 2010 and incorporated in fall of 2011 to address a void in 

services available to homeless youth in the southern suburbs.  

Some popular services provided on site at the drop-in center located at Oak Grove 
Presbyterian Church in Bloomington are: free teen clothes closet and hygiene products, 
internet access, tutoring, referrals to an Emergency Overnight Program, Suburban Host 
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Home Program and referrals to 
existing youth shelters and suppor-

tive housing and services in the metro area.  Pictured right is an 

overnight bedroom provided at the Oak Grove location. 

The Wilder Foundation, in a study of homeless in the area, indi-
cate that 11% of homeless are unaccompanied youth age 18 to 
21 and 2% are unaccompanied youth age 12 to 17.  Reasons why these youth are alone 
vary.  Many are from homes where the responsible party is a victim of mental health prob-
lems or chemical dependency.  Almost all are experiencing poverty.  Often there is a family 

conflict or an unwanted pregnancy, or a gay-lesbian issue. 

At the Bloomington location 46 youth were assisted over 
the past month.  36 were students working to remain in 
school and graduate. The majority were girls (31) and 17 
had no place to sleep.  Approximately 40% of the stu-
dents are from Bloomington, 21% from Richfield, and 8% 

are from Edina.  Others are from surrounding areas. 

How can Rotarians help?  Many ways...get involved.  Volunteer, any skill can be used as 
they are an all volunteer non-profit.  You can donate...bus cards, Target gift cards, gas 
cards, new clothing, especially undergarments.  Host homes are currently being sought.  

Information can be obtained at 612-840-9225 or oasisforyouth.org. 
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Greeter Schedule 

Jan 16:  LuAnn Paulet 

Jan 23:  Lee Helms 

Jan 30:  open 

Feb  6:  open 

  

Invocator Schedule 

Jan 16:  Jim McDonald 

Jan 23:  Chris Guarnera 

Jan 30:  open 

Feb  6:  open 

 

January Birthdays 

02  Marcy Gerdin 

02  Adam Johnston 

08  Wally Neal 

16  Arlene Axelson 

19  Dana House 

24  Chris Guarnera 

 

 

January Anniversaries 

01  Marty Chorzempa  7 yr 

11  Nick Basil  29 yrs 

11  Jack Carlson  40 yrs 

16  John Houle  22 yrs 

18  Mark Thorson 2 yr 

25  Nancy Allen Mastro 2 yr 

26  Lee Helms  24 yrs 

28  Larry Lee 20 yrs 

28  Lee Sundet 4 yrs 

 

 R o t a r y  i n  B l o o m i n g t o n 

Continued from Page 1 : 

Nomination for the 16th Annual Daymaker of the Year Award are now open.  Go to 
www.daymakers.org to nominate a community leader or volunteer who is making a differ-
ence.  Then attend the reception on Monday, February 27, Bloomington Hilton, 1900 Ameri-

can Boulevard West, 5:30 PM.  Complimentary Appetizers.  By registration only. 

1 6 t h  A n n u a l  D a y m a k e r  A w a r d 

S T R I V E  M o c k  I n t e r v i e w s 
STRIVE students will be participating in mock job interviews at Kennedy High School on 
Wednesday, January 25th.  Rotarians who have participated say that this is the ―most fun 
and most satisfying event they have participated in as a Bloomington Rotarian‖.  The inter-
views will begin at 7:50 AM in the Media Center and will finish by 8:30 AM.  Arrive a little 
early to get parked and into the school.  We need to have more than 20 Rotarians partici-
pate.  YOU are needed if you are able.  Sign up at an upcoming meeting.  Questions can 

be directed to Deb Newman or Tony Torntore.   

S a y  H I !  t o  o u r  N e w  R o t a r i a n s ~ 
Say hello to our new Rotarians:  Robert (Bob) Erickson, retired and a bicyclist. 

Josie Hardy, Specialist in workers compensation. 
Derek Johnson, Starkey Hearing Foundation who will be visiting Mexico and Columbia in 

the near future.    
Dan Siler, jeweler with Benbridge Jewelers.  

http://www.oasisforyouth.org
http://www.daymakers.org


U p c o m i n g  M e e t i n g s 
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The 4-Way Test 

1. Is it the TRUTH? 
 

2. Is it FAIR to all  

       concerned? 
 

3. Will it build  

      GOODWILL and  

      BETTER  

      FRIENDSHIPS? 
 

4. Will it be  

      BENEFICIAL to 

      all concerned? 

 

RIB Editor: 

Karyn Arazi 

Dorlyn Goedderz, Backup 

Contributors:   

Becky Amble,  

Dorlyn Goedderz,  

Brett Mortenson,  

John Swaney,  

Pady Regnier, and  

Chris Guarnera 

 

ADDRESS 

Bloomington Noon  

Rotary 

P.O. Box 20300 

Bloomington, MN  55420 

January 25:  STRIVE Mock Interviews, Kennedy HS, 7:50 AM 

January 28:  South Metro Mpls Evening Rotary Fundraiser—Gracious  

          Glasses, Jax Café, $50, sstrege@radissonmallofamerica.com  

February 27:  Daymakers Rotary òService Mattersó Event 

June 19, 2012:  Tuesday, International Village Clinic 10th Anniversary  

          Celebration.  Minnesota Valley Country Club   SAVE the DATE 

January 23:  òCommuter Rail Progress Reportó  Guest:  Mark Fuhrmann 

January 30:  òBloomington Rotary Foundationó  Rotarian Carolyn Pratt 

February 6:  òMeals on Wheelsó    Sign up at an upcoming meeting. 

February 13:  òCommunity Health Needs Initiativesó  Rotarian Karen Ze-

leznak  

C a l e n d a r  o f  E v e n t s   

Web Addresses: 

Bloomington Noon Rotary 

www.bloomingtonrotarymn.org 

Rotary International 

www.rotary.org 

Rotary District 5950 

www.rotary5950.org 

Meeting Make-ups 

ñLikeò us on Facebook and ñJoinò our 
group on Linkedin.  In both cases the 
search keyword ñBloomington Noon 

Rotary MNò 

S u n s h i n e 

V i s i t o r s  a n d  G u e s t s 
Nancy Erickson, Spouse of Bob Erickson, Friend of Leslie Stiles 

Elizabeth Strom, Guest of Bob Erickson, Friend of Leslie Stiles 

Rotarians Irene Kelly, Eden Prairie Morning Rotary, Area 3 Assistant Dist. Governor 

Lew Bequette and Pat Brekken, Guests of Terry Stirewalt, RBCU 

Jennifer Manner, Guest of John Swaney, Social Worker, Professor 

Bev Koser, Monica Williams and Marilyn Donoho, Guests of Susan Freeman, Oasis 

Don Johnson, Visitor 

Karyn Arazi visited the opening of Topper’s Pizza and greeted Derek Henze for Blooming-

ton Rotary.  Great Pizza and a very busy place! 

Terry Stirewalt announced the arrival of his third grandchild, Ella Katherine Ortman, born 

this past Saturday.  7 pounds 12 ounces... mother and child doing great! 

Deb Newman is the first woman to be elected to head the national non-profit LIFE Founda-
tion Board.  Deb is President Elect of NAIFA Minnesota. She is past president of the Asso-

ciation of Health Insurance Advisors and the Minneapolis chapter of NAIFA. 

Jae Mellin (former Bloomington Rotarian) shared that his sons (age 7 & 8) are playing 

hockey and their team beat the Jefferson Varsity recently. 

President-Elect Scott Fricke has resigned due to work conflicts. The Rotary Club of 
Bloomington Noon Board of Directors has passed a motion that Jim Casserly is nominated 
for the position of President-Elect and Chris Guarnera is nominated for the position of 
Vice President for the 2011-2010 Rotary year.  We will hold a club vote within the next few 

weeks to confirm these recommendations.  

O f f i c e r  C h a n g e 

mailto:sstrege@radissonmallofamerica.com
http://www.bloomingtonrotarymn.org/
http://www.rotary.org/


We again will deliver for Bloomington Meals on Wheels, Monday February 6, 2012.  There 
will be about 14 – 16 routes, and with two members delivering together as was done last 
year, that means a need for about 30 members.  Please reserve the date and sign up as 
soon as possible. (sign- up sheet will be at Rotary meeting)  Bloomington Meals on Wheels 

is now located at St. Stephen Lutheran Church, 8400 France Ave. S.   

For those doing this for the first time, here’s what we do:  Pick up insulated meal carriers at 
between 11:00am and 11:15am.  Each Rotarian pair makes about five or six deliveries to 
homebound clients, then returns to St. Stephen.  There we are fed the same meal clients 
receive; we also have our meeting and plan to adjourn at 1:30pm.  More detailed instructions 
will be provided the week before.  When you sign up on the sheet at the meeting, if you want 

to partner with someone, please put their name across from your name. 

Meals on Wheels is a community program that serves members of our community who are homebound due to recent sur-
gery, disability, or infirmity which does not allow them to get 
out of the house on a regular basis.  Meals are preordered and 
purchased by the resident at a nominal fee.  Volunteers deliver 
these meals daily Monday through Friday.  For many, this is 

the only chance they have to talk to someone during the week.   
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R o t a r y  o n  C a b l e 
The Bloomington Channel - TBC-TV  Channel 14 

òSTRIVEñJohn Crudele, Inspirational Speakeró  
     Saturday, January 21: 7:00 PM 
     Sunday, January 22:  1:00 AM, 7:00 AM, 1:00 PM 
 

òHennepin County Sheriffõs Office 2011 Updateó  
     Tuesday, January 24: 9:00 PM 
     Wednesday, January 25: 3:00 AM, 9:00 AM, 3:00PM  
     Thursday, January 26: 11:00 PM 
     Friday, January 27:  5:00 AM, 11:00 AM, 5:00 PM 
 

òLaw Enforcement and the Mentally Challengedó  
     Monday, January 30: 7:00 PM 
     Tuesday, January 31: 1:00 AM, 7:00 AM, 1:00 PM 
     Wednesday, February 1: 9:30 PM 
     Thursday, February 2:  3:30 AM, 9:30 AM, 3:30PM 
 

 òLife and Times of Louis W. Hilló  
     Monday, January 30: 8:00 PM 
     Tuesday, January 31: 2:00 AM, 8:00 AM, 2:00 PM 
     Wednesday, February 1: 7:00 PM 
     Thursday, February 2:  1:00 AM, 7:00 AM, 1:00 PM 

Your membership directory...telephone numbers and addresses can all be found on 
Club Runner.     http://www.clubrunner.ca/CPrg/home/homeG.asp?cid=3537 

Contact Kathy Koehler to get your  
login and password set up. 
kkoehler53@frontiernet.net  

K e e p  C o n n e c t e d 

M e a l s  o n  W h e e l s  C o m i n gð J o i n  u s ! 
C o o r d i n a t e d  b y  D o r l y n  G o e d d e r z 

Yo u t h  E x c h a n g e 
Kosuke reported today that he hit a hole in one 
and won a free pass miniature golfing.   
 

On January 21st, he is going to take the Min-
neapolis City of Lakes Rotary ―Deep Freeze‖ 
Challenge and jump into Fish Lake, raising 
funds for Haiti outreach.  He wanted to raise 
$75.00 for the challenge.  Rotarians helped 

today by donating.  Good luck, Kosuke.  
 

Contact Marcia Gerdin marcia.gerdin@comcast.net if you 
would like to invite Kosuke to join you at an event.   You can 
get his phone number on the club web site, club directory as 
well...www.bloomingtonrotarymn.org. 

In honor of Martin Luther Day: 
 

Hatred paralyzes life; love releases it.   
Hatred confuses life; love harmonizes it.   
Hatred darkens life; love illuminates it. 

M L K  D a y  Q u o t e 

http://www.clubrunner.ca/CPrg/home/homeG.asp?cid=3537
mailto:kkoehler53@frontiernet.net
mailto:marcia.gerdin@comcast.net
http://www.bloomingtonrotarymn.org/

