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The Rotary Club of Bloomington Noon
Next Week’s Program

President’s Advisory Panel on Tax Reform
Guest: Bill Frenzel

Having served as a member of the President’ s Advisory Panel
on Tax Reform, Bill Frenzel will join usto review some of
the findings of this Panel. The panel’s report has recently
been released. The report begins by making the case for
reform of thetax code. Rosanne Altshuler states, “The
current system is complex, it’sunfair and it’ sinefficient.”
The panel worked with afew constraints: it focused only on
income tax reform, corporate and individual; distribution of the tax wasto bein an
appropriately progressive manner; and it was to be ssmple.

Bill Frenzel served as a House tax writer and Budget Committee member during his
tenure as a Republican House member from Minnesotaduring the years 1971 to
1991. Heisaguest scholar at the Brookings Institution on Economic Studies
Frenzel is also co-chair of the Committee for Strategic Tax Reform, a group that
proposed simplifying the code in "five easy pieces’ -- aroad map to amore
consumption-based system through lower marginal income tax rates; eliminating
taxes on dividends; increasing expensing; expanding Roth individual retirement
accountsto all personal saving; and excluding export and other foreign trade income
of American companies from taxation.

Frenzel has been quoted as saying, "The need for major surgery on the U.S. tax code
has been obvious for years." He had the chance to do something about it. Let’'s
hear how. Taxes always make for a great discussion.

This Week’s Program

STRIVE Luncheon
Guests: STRIVE students from Bloomington High Schools
Speaker: Troy Walden, Teen Challenge

50 STRIVE students and their teachers, principals, and mentors were our guests
today for a great interactive program discussing career opportunities with Rotary
members and hearing an inspiring speaker, Troy Walden, from Teen Challenge,
speak on methamphetamine addictions and their consequences.



RIB Page 2
December 6
2005

December Birthdays

3 Carolyn Pratt
7 Laura Bjorgo
10 Charlie Pokladnik
17 LuAnn Baker

23 Jim Lucas

December
Anniversaries

23 Lori Nelson, 2 yrs
29 Bob Bogen, 35yrs

Greeter Schedule

Dec. 13: Dick Young
Dec. 20 Terry Stirewalt
Dec. 27: NO MEETING
Jan. 3: Marcia Gerdin
Jan 10: Gary Prest

Jan 17: Skipp Saaf

Jan 24: Meals on Wheels

This week’s program continued: STRIVE

Ron Simmons and Steve Hill, principals of Kennedy High School and Jefferson
High School respectively, thanked Bloomington Noon and Bloomington
Daymakers Rotaries for the work that they both do to help the STRIVE students
build self-esteem, and confidence during their senior year. Through their
partici patlon inST RIVE many students receive scholarships from our Rotary

¥ Clubs, and matching scholarships from
Normandale Community College or
-~ Hennepin Technical Collegeto
¢ continue their education. Pictured
here: Diann Kirby and two STRIVE
students, Pauline Foss and Gretchen
Doolittle share information about their
interest in communications, animation,
and graphic design.

Our featured speakers were Troy Walden and Colin Akehurst, young men who in
their teens became addicted to drugs and were able to turn their lives around
through the help of Minnesota Teen Challenge. Sharing his story, Troy told us of
an addiction to methamphetamine that lasted over 10 years. At age 11, he began
innocently with cigarettes and alcohol and believes that seeking an ever higher
“high”, he escalated through a variety of drugs until in his 20's he began using
Meth. Meth took away afull 10 years of hislife that he will never be able to
reclaim. Helost al the important times with his family, missing his daughter’s
birth and early childhood, funerals, weddings, and holidays as his relationships
were al| affected.

Using, selling, and even assisting his own sister in her addiction, Troy says of drug
addictions that they take you further into the addiction than you want to go; keep
you longer that you want to stay; and cost you far more than you ever want to pay.
He attests that you can be haunted by the feelings and the
memories of usefor therest of your life. Signs of use can be
sleeping changes, eating changes, and erratic behaviors.

Teen Challenge, afaith based organization saved him by giving
him hope and faith in ahigher power that he can turntoin his

time of need. Today, he has turned his relationships around
and is soon to be married.

Colin shared his story with us last year and is
currently working with Metro Hope Ministries.
Both gentlemen say that “stepping into service”
and helping others to change their livesisa
significant part of their success.

Troy (lower) and Colin (upper) are both
featured herein our photos



