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Mission
An organization of
leaders working
together to make a
difference in our
community and the
world.
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Sgt in Arms: Rick Sitek
Exec Sec: Kathy Koehler
Directors: Marcia Gerdin,
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Johnston, Carolyn Pratt,
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Next Week’s Program
Underwater Adventures, Mall of America
Vocational Visit

Our program, Tuesday, October 25th, is designed
for the kid in all of us! We will meet at the Mall of
America, First Floor, just inside the middle doors
off the East Parking Ramp, right in front of
Underwater Adventures. We will not only tour the
public part of the aquarium, learning about the
different fish and turtles that live there, we will also
get a top of the tank tour – behind the scenes! An
awesome lunch, catered by Trimmings, will top our adventure.

Making this all possible are Trisha Ruf, the Senior Youth Programs Coordinator at
Underwater Adventure and Heidi Jolivette Satre, their Group Sales Manager. With
a Bachelors of Science in Fisheries and Wildlife from the U of M, Trisha is
pursuing her Masters in Teaching. She brings a wide variety if knowledge to the
program, having done environmental research at both the U of M Entomology
Department and the University of Michigan Biological Station, as well as mammal
and avian rehabilitation at the Wildlife Rehabilitation Center in St. Paul.

Don’t miss this one. You will have the time of your life!! Bring a guest or one of
your kids. Please RSVP to Adam Johnston, (952) 346-9258, ajohnston@hendler-
johnston.com, immediately so we have an accurate count for the caterer.

This Week’s Program
Community Partner Courage Center
Guest: Sharon Van Winkel
Rolling out their new PR video, Sharon Van
Winkel, Program Director for Sports and
Recreation at Courage Center showed us how our
community partner is changing lives every day.
Courage Center brings hope in a world where
lives are crumbling, marriages are ending in
divorce, and families are loosing their homes, all
because of a disability.
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October Birthdays

1 Larry Lee

3 Phyllis Karasov

9 Bernadine Bryant

14 Mark Bellestri

18 Neil Peterson

21 Connie Zins

25 Rick Sitek

27 Mike Mellin

October Anniversaries
3 Marcy Gerdin, 4 yrs

15 Jim Truax, 31 yrs

16 Don Stiles, 4 yrs

21 Dave Walock, 2 yrs

23 John Hanson, 15 yrs

26 Jay Stevens, 1 year

30 Adam Johnston, 4 yrs

Greeter Schedule

Oct. 25: Vocational Visit

Nov. 1: Ed Vogt
Nov. 8: NO MEETING

Nov. 15: Carolyn Pratt
Nov. 22: Dave Walock
Nov. 29: Susan Freeman

Dec. 6: Jim Mortenson
Dec. 13: Dick Young

Dec. 20 Terry Stirewalt
Dec. 27: NO MEETING

This Week Continued: Offering over 27 sports and recreation activities
along with camping experiences at 4 sites around Minnesota, Courage Center has
something for everyone. They treat the whole person through their three areas of
programming: Health and Wellness; Independent Living; and Work and Learning.

Courage Center works to eliminate the negative messages that people with
disabilities experience and gives them a sense of achievement. Clients learn what
they can do with their lives, not what they can’t do. The goal setting and the drive
that propels them in sports also propels them in life and clients become fully
functioning members of society, many of whom are college grads and business
owners.

Courage Center uses over 2300 volunteers within their programs. If you are
interested, volunteer to help. Bloomington Rotary has established and continues to
fund and endowment supporting the Sport and Recreation programming. Give
generously through the Harold Larson party. Rotary will reach the $1 Million
Dollar mark and beyond.

Membership
To continue our efforts to recruit new members, all members are encouraged to
bring guests to our noon luncheon meetings. As a special incentive, each member
may bring one guest free of charge during October. Please indicate to Kathy at the
meeting if you have a prospective new member as your guest.

Guests and Visitors
Colin Evenson, Architect, Guest of Dave Wallock
Dr. Jack Thatcher, Cardiologist, Guest and Husband of Carolyn Pratt
Clarence Hilbert, Retired, Guest of Dick Young
Marge Pokladnik, Retired, Bismark, ND, Guest and Mother of Charlie Pokladnik
Jeff Downs, Jenny Walsh, and Walt Seibert, Courage Center, Guests of Sharon
Van Winkel

Day Chair – Tim Culver
Tim Culver is a natural born salesman and can take immediate command of any
situation. These skills serve him well in his position with National American
University attracting prospective students. Tim has been married to Sue for 26+
years, raising three beautiful and accomplished daughters. Tim has been dedicated
to his community serving as president, executive director or a member of the board
of several non-profit organizations. He is currently serving an
elected term on the Bloomington School Board.

Tim and Sue love to travel and Tim dreams of someday
spending time with family in San Diego and Turin, Italy. Tim
has been a Rotarian since last January and fells his personal
goals are nicely in alignment with Rotary. He finds he often
has the opportunity to make people’s lives better.


