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Next Week’s Program
Minnesota Chamber of Commerce
Guests: David C. Olson, President
The Minnesota Chamber represents over 2,600 Minnesota companies, 130 local
chambers and 65 business trade associations at the Minnesota Legislature on a
variety of issues that impact Minnesota’s economy. Our guest, David C. Olson is
the President of the Minnesota Chamber, a position he has held since August ,
1991. The largest business advocacy organization in the state, the mission of the
Minnesota Chamber is to advance public policy and job growth, and to create an
environment for businesses statewide to prosper. The Minnesota Chamber works to
compliment local chambers by concentrating on business related legislative issues
at the Capitol. Some of the issues they are concentrating on are slowing the growth
of health care costs, increasing transportation funding, civil justice reform, and
protecting property tax reform.

David Olson served the TwinWest, the Burnsville, and the Greater Minneapolis
Chambers before joining the Minnesota Chamber as its president. He holds a
Master of Science in Public Administration from Mankato State University and a
Bachelor of Arts in Urban/Political Science from St. Olaf. Don’t miss this event!

This Week’s Program
2006 Winter Olympics, Torino, Italy
Guests: Rachel Blount, Reporter

Our guest, Rachel Blount, has covered 5 Olympics, 9 Kentucky
Derbys, the NBA, the NHL and Gopher Hockey. She has been
with the StarTribune, Minnesota’s largest newspaper, since
1990. Rachel believes the Olympics foster communication
between different peoples, different nations, and different
cultures. It goes beyond politics and beyond competition.

Her favorite story to find is the human interest behind the achievement, the
inspirational story about how sports empower people. An example is the Speed
Skater who donated his $40,000 of total winnings to an organization called “Right
to Plan”, for underprivileged African athletes. And, then there was the “streaker”
who livened up the curling event. Rachel shared how our 5 Bemidji neighbors were
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March Birthdays

03 Jim Feilzer

03 Skipp Saaf

07 Rod Axtell

15 Carol Hoeft

15 Jim Truax

17 Frank Grazzini

18 Jack Bouquet

24 Krishna Ramalingam

28 Dan Barnett

31 Gene Fuller

March Anniversaries

03 Dick Young 19 yrs

09 Becky Amble 13 yrs

19 Pat DiPlacido 10 yrs

21 John Swaney 6 yrs

28 Neil Peterson 17 yrs

30 Brett McMahon 13 yrs

Greeter Schedule

Apr 4: Colin Evenson
Apr 11: Susan Freeman

Apr 18: Dick Young
Apr 25: Dave Getsch

May 2: Diann Kirby
May 9: Adam Bengtson

May 16: Larry Lee
May 23: Terry Stirewalt
May 30: Ed Vogt

June 6: Dan Jordan
June 13: Jack Bouquet

June 20: Jim Wenthold
June 27: Dave Walock

July 4: Dave Senness

This week’s program continued:
truly moved as they received their Bronze medals. She was very proud to be from
Minnesota at that time. She confirmed that many events were lightly attended, but
that was to be expected when ticket prices could be as high as $960 (Opening
Ceremony). We learned that our athletes do receive support from the United States
Olympic Committee through funding for training, coaching, equipment, and
housing. They also received a cash stipend upon winning a medal. $25,000 Gold,
$15,000 Silver, and $5,000 Bronze.

She shared a little behind the scenes information on Bode Miller, Sid Hartman, and
the Dan Munson/Joe Maturi resignation story. When asked if she was disappointed
in athletes who don’t live up to role model expectations, she was very realistic,
indicating that athletes are just people and some will handle their fame well and
other won’t. It is not fair to expect all to be perfect. A very interesting talk!

Guests and Visitors
Rotarian Mike Parson, Lakeville Club, Classification: Transportation

District Conference
Being held at the Hilton Hotel, Bloomington, you are encouraged to attend the
District Conference on April 21 and 22, 2006. Register Today! It’s simple…just
e-mail our own Kathy Koehler at Kkoehler@usinternet.com.

Paul Harris Fellowship
Frank Grazzini presented the special Paul Harris
Fellowship to our own Dan Barnett. Dan is
receiving this award because of his contributions to
the Rotary International Foundation at the Paul
Harris Fellowship level, $1,000 or more. The
Foundation supports numerous world-wide projects.
RI projects promote health, education and
understanding. RI also benefits our own club’s
international projects through matching grants. Our
club has a proud history of giving to the Foundation.

This year our goal is for every member of the club to participate. Please join
us in keeping up our fine tradition.

Every Rotarian, Every Year.
Your contribution letter and envelope arrived by mail last week. There are two
ways to donate: Participate at the Paul Harris Fellowship level, $1,000 per year,
or make an annual gift at a level of your choice. Respond this week.

By doing so, you are truly making a difference in the world.
Contacts: Mike Fewer, mike_fewer@ajg.com
and Frank Grazzini,
frank.grazzini@carciofini.com


