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12:00 Noon 

Mondays 

Airport Hilton  

 

Mission 

An organization of 

leaders working 

together to make a 

difference in our 

community and the 

world. 
 
2009-2010 Officers: 

President: 

  Adam Johnston 

  952-346-9258 

ajohnston@hjmarketingd

esign.com  

 

Board Meetings: 

Third Mondays 

President Elect: 

   LuAnn Paulet 

Vice President: 

   Terry Stirewalt 

Secretary-Treasurer: 

   Brett McMahon 

Past President:  

   Carolyn Pratt 

District Governor: 

   Sandy Schley 

Sergeant at Arms: 

   Brian Emerson 

Exec Secretary: 

   Kathy Koehler 

   952-223-2309 

Kkoehler53@frontierne

t.net  

 

Directors: Karyn Arazi, 

Scott Fricke, Jim 

McDonald, Susan 

Freeman, Phyllis 

Karasov, Dave Walock, 

Mark Bosch, Brian 

Emerson 

Next Week’s Program 

“Rotary International Foundation”  Rotarian Jim Dwyer 
Annual Mahendra Nath Rotary Foundation Challenge 
 

Bloomington Noon Rotary has a 48 year history of giving to 

the Rotary International Foundation!  This Monday, March 1, 

is the kick off of our fourth annual Mahendra Nath Rotary 

Foundation Challenge.  Mahendra is challenging us to 

achieve 100% member participation in the annual giving 

program by contributing $400 for each of the 12 teams 

achieving 100% participation.  We achieved this goal in 2009 

and with your help, we will do it again.   
 

Jim Dwyer is a Certified Fund Raising Executive (CFRE) and 

currently serves as Director of Planned Giving for Saint John’s 

University in Minnesota. He is responsible for securing at least 

ten million dollars in planned gifts each year.  Jim oversees the marketing, 

implementation and acquisition of planned gifts.  He also directs other staff in efforts 

to obtain gifts.  Jim holds a B.A. from Saint John’s University and an M.S.W. from 

the University of Minnesota with an emphasis in community development.  
 

Jim has been a Rotarian for sixteen years, nine with Duluth Club 25 and seven with 

Saint Cloud Rotary.  He has been Assistant Governor for Area 7 of District 5950 for 

three years.  He will lead the District 5950 Rotary International Foundation 

Campaign in 2010-11.                               See page 4 RIB – IVC Your dollars at work! 

 

This Week’s Program 

“Bloomington Police” Guest:  Jeff Potts, Chief 

of Police, and Officer Heidi Miller   

                                                              Contributed by:  Deb Newman 

Jeff Potts, Bloomington’s Chief of Police and officer Heidi 

Miller spoke to us on February 22
nd

 about the goals of the 

Bloomington Police and some of the current initiatives to keep 

our community safe.  Chief Potts is the first Chief of Police for Bloomington that 

was promoted from within the system.  His law enforcement degree is from North 

Hennepin Community College, and since then he has earned a master’s degree in 

police administration from the University of St Thomas and has additional training 

from the FBI and Northwestern University.  He joined the Bloomington police force 

at the age of 23 starting as a patrol officer.  He has worked in narcotics and 

established the department’s branch base at the Mall of America.   Most recently, he 

was commander of patrol operations.    Bloomington Police Continued on Page 2 RIB 
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February  Birthdays 

01  Abul Sharah 

04  Don Peterson 

10  Sarah Dawson 

14  Terry Stirewalt 

21  Susan Freeman 

22  Dan Jordan 

 

February Anniversaries 

04  Ryne DeVries  2 yr 

04  Susan Freeman  7 yrs 

05   Dave Getsch  7 yrs 

11  Dave Pederson  18 yrs 

12  Sharon Van Winkel 

      7 yrs 

14  Sandhya Gupta  4 yr 

18  Joe Opatz  2 yrs 

18  Dave Senness  24 yrs 

28  Jim Wenthold 4 yr 

___________________ 

Greeter Schedule 

Mar 1:  Kurt Hagen 

Mar 8:  NO MEETING 

 

Invocator Schedule 

Mar 1:  Jack Bouquet 

Mar 8:  NO MEETING 

____________________ 

 

NEW HOST FAMILY… 

Youth Exchange 

Renan Cordeiro 

Cell Phone 952-594-4147 

Host family:  David & 
Nancy Berg 

4532 Normandale Highland 
Drive, Bloom. MN  55437  

 952-888-5354 

 

Bloomington Police Continued:    

Chief Potts indicated that they have not been able to correlate an increase in crime 

to the economy and in fact robbery was down 14% in 2009, burglary was up 11%, 

and thefts were only up 2%.  One concern however was the increase in Domestic 

Assault Arrests which was the highest in 3 years at 233.   Of interest to most of us 

was the 15% increase in traffic citation charges, which he indicated was for Public 

Safety rather than raising revenue!  Their goal is fewer traffic accidents so they 

patrol high accident areas.   Another aggressive priority is DUI arrests and they are 

up from 625 to 700 in 2009. 
 

He indicated that the goal of the police force is to reduce crime and improve the 

quality of life in Bloomington.  One of the programs that helps accomplish this 

goal is PROTECT:  Proactive Response Objectives to Emerging Crime Trends. 

 Officer Heidi Miller who received her training at the same time as Chief Potts and 

has lived in the Bloomington Community her entire life leads this PROTECT 

initiative and she spoke to us about some of the components of this program. 
 

90% of the crime comes from 10% of the addresses so they have directed patrol to 

these hot spots and high crime areas. They also have initiated a Business Watch 

Program and a Loss Prevention program which works with businesses in the 

lighting and natural designs of their businesses to reduce crime.  Apparently 

criminals do not like to do their work in the light and with patrol cars in the area!! 

They also work closely with the Mall of America which is one of the safest Malls 

in America.  The Bloomington Police have had tremendous success with bait cars 

equipped with cameras, GPS systems, and microphones.  OOPS!  Not a good idea 

to hop in one of those and try to drive off.  They have focused on Hotel parking lots 

where a lot of crime takes place with thefts of GPS systems.  They also have set up 

a Hotel Blog where officers can enter suspicious activity so the next shifts can be 

aware of activity and patrolled from one shift to the next.   
 

I think most of us walked away from 

this meeting feeling proud of our police 

force and also safer.  Just as a heads up 

the traffic citations are focused not only 

in the morning rush but also in the 

afternoon so make sure to come to a 

complete stop before making a right 

hand turn and keep the speed down for 

public safety!!   
 

RSVP for the State of the City through Rotary !  

Wednesday, March 10 - Sheraton Hotel, 494 and Hwy 100 

The Chamber is running into problems with Rotary members registering with the 

Chamber.  The Chamber rate is $25.00 which is more than what we are paying.  

Adam will have a sign-up at Monday’s meeting.  You can also register online at 

www.clubrunner.ca/bloomingtonnoon .  If you do not know your user name and 

password please e-mail Kathy Koehler.  kkoehler53@frontiernet.net  

 

Ambassadorial Scholarships 

Application deadline for Ambassadorial Scholars is March 15.  Designed for post 

college cultural and academic study abroad to develop ambassadors for Rotary 

around the world.  If you know a college student who might make an excellent 

candidate, connect with Dick Young.   
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The 4-Way Test 

1. Is it the TRUTH? 

2. Is it FAIR to all 
concerned? 

3. Will it build 
GOODWILL and 
BETTER 
FRIENDSHIPS? 

4. Will it be 
BENEFICIAL to all 
concerned? 

 
Web Addresses: 

Bloomington 

Noon Rotary 

www.bloomingt

onrotarymn.org 

 

Rotary 

International 

www.rotary.org  

 

Rotary District 

5950    

www.rotary595

0.org   

 

Meeting Make-

ups 

http://www.rot

ary5950.org/w

here_meet.html 

 
RIB Editor: 

Karyn Arazi 

Diann Kirby, Backup 

Contributors:  Betsy 
Marvin, Deb Newman, 
Jim Casserly, Dorlyn 
Goedderz 

 

ADDRESS 

Bloomington Noon 
Rotary 

P.O. Box 20300 

Bloomington, MN  
55420 

 

Sunshine 

Leslie Stiles is recovering from successful gall bladder surgery.    

Diann Kirby is cruising the Caribbean Feb 21-28…she says “she is thinking of 

everyone here!” 

Sharon VanWinkel reports Courage Center is hosting an adult wheelchair 

basketball tournament at Lifetime Fitness in St. Louis Park this Saturday, the 27
th

.  

We want to take a moment to remember former Bloomington Rotarian Ed Vogt 

who died of lung cancer.  Service will be held on Thursday, February 25, 2010 at 

Emerson Congregational Church. 

Carolyn Pratt reminds us of the Taste of Chocolate, Sunday March 14, from 1-5 

PM, a fundraiser benefitting the Bloomington Center for the Arts.  

Participate in Cornerstone’s Walk a Mile in Her Shoes, Sunday, April 18, 7:30 

AM at the Mall of America, a fundraiser benefitting Cornerstone.   
 

Upcoming Meetings  
March 1:  “RI Foundation Campaign Kick-Off”  Guest:  Jim Dwyer 

March 8:  NO MEETING   

March 10:  “State of the City”  Sheraton Hotel Hwy 494/Hwy 100 

March 15:  “Bloomington Heritage Days”  Guest: Tom Kendall 

March 22:  “Bloomington Crime Stoppers”  Guest: Robert Dennistoun 

March 29:  “Growing Leadership”  Guest: Tom Laughlin 

Calendar of Events 
March 2:  Reading to Children, Olson Elementary School 

March 10:  State of the City, Mayor Gene Winstead and Mark 

Bernhardson,  

Sheraton Hotel, Hwy 100 & Hwy 494 

March 18:  Rotaract FundRaiser, 6-9 PM, Summit Brewing Company Ratskellar Hall, 

910 Montreal Circle, St. Paul 

March 22:  Board of Directors Meeting,  10:45 AM - Hilton 

May 2 – May 30:  Group Study Exchange from Kenya  

May 4:  Reading to Children,  Old Town hall 

May 10:  Loaves & Fishes - Community Service Event 

June 20-23, 2010:  RI Annual Convention, Montreal, Canada 
 

Rotary on Cable Channel 14   

“Starkey Hearing Foundation”  Brady Forseth 

Thursday, February 25, 2010   10:20 PM  

Friday,  February 26, 2010    4:2 0 AM, 10:20 AM, 4:20 PM  
 

“The Mall of America”  Dan Jasper 

Friday, February 26 , 201 0   10:3 0 PM 

Saturday ,  February 27 , 2010    4:30 AM, 10:30 AM, 4:3 0 PM   

Friday, March  5, 2010   10:3 0 PM 

Satur day,  March  6, 2010    4:30 AM, 10:30 AM, 4:3 0 PM  

 

“Hennepin County Medical Center”  Mark Bernhardson 

Monday, March  1, 2010   11 :00 PM   

Tues day,  March  2, 2010    5:00 AM, 11:00 AM, 5 :00 PM     

http://www.bloomingtonrotarymn.org/
http://www.bloomingtonrotarymn.org/
http://www.rotary.org/
http://www.rotary5950.org/where_meet.html
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Announcements and Other Business:  

Programs - Reading To Children – March 2nd  
 

The next Reading date is March 2
nd

 at Washburn Elementary.  The 

program begins at 5:30 and is especially designed to involve parents and 

students whose primary language is other than English in some 

entertaining educational activities.  More volunteers are needed.  Join in 

this rewarding effort.   Contact Dave Senness. 

 
 

This Week’s Guests  

Rotarian Chuck Waletzko, Bloomington Daymakers, Normandale Community College Foundation 

Jayne Tevrucht, Guest of Chuck Waletzko, NCCF, Apple Valley 

Maryanne London, Guest of Chuch Waletzko, Kraus-Anderson, Bloomington 

Errol Packard, Guest of Adam Johnston, Sales, Bloomington 

Tony Torntore, Guest & Son-in-law of John Houle, Lee Products 

Heidi Zuehlke, Guest of Pady Regnier, Marketing, St. Croix Promotions 

Doug Reynolds, Guest of Kurt Hagen, Director of Security, Mall of America 

Heidi Miller, Guest of Les Fujitake, Bloomington Police Officer  
 

 

District 5950 & 5960 100
th

 Anniversary  

 

Key members of Bloomington Noon were in attendance at the 100
th

 

Anniversary of the organization of Districts 5950 and 5960 - Minneapolis and 

St. Paul.  Rotary International President, John Kenney was the guest of honor at 

this celebration.  President Elect LuAnn Paulet is pictured here with RI 

President John Kenney.  Photo by Don Stiles. 
 

 

 

International Service:  International Village Clinic 

 

Your RI Foundation dollars at work!  A grant provided through the matching grant program of RI Foundation in 

partnership with Bloomington Noon and other District 5950 clubs is providing nutritional supplements for children 

of the outlying villages around Varanasi, India.  Here are some observations from Ann and Mike Lyon, friends of 

Abul Sharah, who visited International Village Clinic recently: 
 

ñThe Prevention Program is the real vision of Dr. Sharahôs, and the 

reason for being here ï to help the young children get a healthy start 

on life, in a society not familiar with the nutrition requirements for 

children, or not able to provide them due to the extreme poverty of 

the area.   We were able to see Dr. Nadeemôs records, charting 

childrenôs growth progress thru 5 years of age, resulting from working 

with the elementary schools locally.   The Clinic goes to the schools 

each month, measures the weight and height of each child five years 

and younger (schooling begins at 3 ½ in India), and provides a can of 

chocolate Protein supplement that the child tak es each day.   The data 

is showing a direct improvement in growth over the measured time of 

the program involvement. ò   
 

Pictured here are children receiving the nutritional supplements.   


